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Woodbridge 2355 Activities in June and July 
Woodbridge Lodge initiates three members during June and July 

During the regular scheduled meetings in June 
and July, Woodbridge Lodge initiated the following 
individuals:  Mark Meier proposed by Nancy 
McFarland, Christine Salzman proposed by Ninoska 
Muriel, and Mariel Acosta proposed by Ninoska 
Muriel (not pictured). 

Woodbridge Lodge holds Flag Day Ritual 
American Flags lined the property and parking 

lot setting the tone of patriotism and honor to our 
country and our flag.  Lodge Officers together with 
our Boy Scout Troop 1390 performed the Flag Day 
Ritual. 

The Service started with singing The Star Spangled Banner followed by required 
Flag Day Ritual.  During the service, Lodge officers read the Birth of the American Flag 
while the Boy Scouts recited the history of each flag 
and presented and posted the flags. After the flags 
were posted, Boy Scout Josh May played Taps.  It was 
a solemn moment and beautifully done.  

Scout Master Doug Doerr spoke about the 
meaning of the flag and the importance of celebrating it.  Also, Mr. Doerr shared with us 
leadership skills and achievements the Scouts achieved over many disciplines.   

Thank you to Scout Leader Todd Hunt for his help and dedication in preparing the 
Scouts in executing their individual parts in the ceremony.  The Scouts did a great job 
reading the History of the Flags and respectfully carried and posted each flag. 

Brotherhood Ride Revisits Woodbridge Lodge 2355 
A big “Woodbridge Virginia” shout out and welcome to John Cole, Charleston, 

South Carolina Lodge 242 and Todd Neal of Stuart, Florida. What a pleasant surprise to 
have John and Todd visit our Lodge on Saturday, June 27 and reminisce about their 
initial visit four years ago as part of “Brotherhood Ride”. John and Todd are in town to 
compete in the World Police and Fire Games that are held this week. 

We talked about their visit four years ago when they and 40 other riders rode their 
bicycles from N. Naples, Florida to New York City in memory of first responders who lost 



their lives on 9/11.  When in the area, please stop by our Lodge anytime – you are 
always welcome! 

Woodbridge 2355 announces the July 2015 Elk of the Month 
Ralph Beall has been a member of our Lodge for the past twelve years. During this 

time, Ralph has volunteered his time, talent and knowledge to projects needing 
attention around the Lodge. Recently the Lodge was cited by the county to make certain 
repairs/modifications to the building. As if that is not enough, the county mandated 
repairs can only be performed by a “Certified” Master Plumber and Master Gas Fitter 
(which means certified to work on natural gas equipment). Ralph with his years of 
experience and credentials in these two fields stepped up to the challenge and saved 
the day. 

Ralph took charge by accessing the scope of work needed to be done in order to 
comply with county code, ordered all necessary parts and finally performed the 
installation on each task.  After the jobs were completed, the county inspected the work 
to insure it was performed correctly and according to code. We sailed through the 
inspections!   

This is not the only time Ralph has helped the Lodge. Last year he fixed an 
emergency plumbing problem at the Lodge the day after Christmas. Ralph is very 
generous with his time and vast knowledge while working at the Lodge. This is not a 
one-time thing – he is always willing to help.  Congratulations Ralph on being selected 
Elk of the Month for July. 

Lodge Participates in the Dale City 4th of July Parade and Family Fun Day 
Woodbridge 2355 is not only one of the 

sponsors of but also participated in this year’s 4th of 
July Parade in Dale City, Virginia. With over 140 units 
this parade is one of Virginia’s largest celebrations of 
the nation’s independence in the state.  

Members of the Lodge acted as marshals along the parade route, ensuring a safe 
time was had by all who attended. Woodbridge Lodge also provided a unit in the parade 
and showed off one of the Virginia Elks Associations Drug Awareness Trailers as the 
Lodge members distributed drug awareness pamphlets and candy along the route.  
 
Submitted by Ken Catterton  Send comments to webmaster@virginaelks.org  
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