
 
November 18, 2015 

VEA President Cox’ Recent Trip to SW Virginia Elks Lodges 
I did a lot of travelling in the Southwest District last weekend. 
My first stop was at the Virginia Elks Youth Camp, where the 

officers were meeting to prepare for their upcoming accreditation 
review. Maile Armstrong, a representative of the American Camp 
Association, was on hand to assist in their preparations. 

 
VEYC Officers and ACA Representative Maile Armstrong 

Next I drove to Danville Elks Lodge 227 to join them for their fish 
fry. I was given a tour of this historic building by Exalted Ruler Joel 
Bridges and PER Walter Hodges. The meal was also outstanding, 
consisting of fish caught and prepared entirely by Lodge members. 

 
Danville Lodge 227 

 
Roanoke Lodge 197 

I then drove to Martinsville Elks Lodge 1752 to join them for their 
annual Veterans Appreciation Dinner, which you have no doubt read 
about already. I had a chance to sit down at dinner with Bill Matthieu, 
Southwest District Deputy. I was greeted by an apron-clad ER Robert 



Stegall who was preparing and serving dinner. And Lynnette Kyle ran a 
wonderful program in appreciation of the Veterans. 

Next I drove to Roanoke Elks Lodge 197, where they were having 
a drawdown party. This was one hopping event; the hall was packed. I 
enjoyed talking with ER Dan Saunders and PER Jim Batey, and other 
Lodge members. 

I spent Saturday night at a motel in Roanoke, and returned to the 
Lodge Sunday morning for a Steak & Egg breakfast. Some very 
thoughtful Lodge members gave me a thorough tour of their Lodge. 
Along the tour they showed me the room where they were gathering 
items for a hundred food baskets for Thanksgiving! 

Finally I set back off towards home. I stopped in briefly at 
Staunton Elks Lodge 351 to have some coffee, and was lucky to find 
our State Membership Chair Justin Reiter watching football. We 
chatted a little while and then I hit the road for home. 

Thanks to all the Southwest (and Central) District Elks whose 
hospitality made my weekend trip across the State so enjoyable! 

Cheers, 

 
Geoff Cox 
President, VEA 
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