
 
July 29, 2016 

Thank You Virginia Elks! 
Virginia, it's great to be home!! Many thanks to the Elks of Virginia for your 

support, prayers and best wishes throughout my year as Grand Exalted Ruler. It 

was a wonderful tour of America and journey through Elkdom, as Nancy and I 

proudly represented our Order and the State of Virginia. For those of you who 

kept up with our Blog, I hope we were able to convey our many wonderful 

experiences and the outstanding effort and achievements of so many individual 

Elks, Lodges, and State Associations. What we do as Elks is truly remarkable and 

something that should make every Elk extremely proud.  

Our Order had a very successful year with record performances in several 

areas.  In Membership, we initiated over 72,400 new/reinstated Members, almost 

doubled the number of States with a Membership gain, and had forty States achieving an 

improvement in Membership over the previous year.  We also had the lowest rate of loss in 

Membership in forty years and achieved record support for the Elks National Foundation, with our 

Lodges taking advantage of the ENF Community Investment Grants in record numbers. And, 

everywhere we went, we could see the Elks demonstrating how “Elks Care and Elks Share” and my 

theme of "Elks Pride - Community Focus.”. 

How can we measure the success of a Lodge and our Order? Obviously, we can look to the 

numbers which are undeniably trending in the right direction, but there are many other ways to 

measure success. When you have shared a full range of emotions with your fellow-Elks and those you 

serve, enjoyed your times together and laughed often, witnessed the delight of a child overcoming 

life’s challenges, shared in the enthusiasm of a scholarship winner, or accepted the gratitude in a 

Veteran; and when you have done your best and know that you have made a difference, then you 

have been truly successful.  I’m pleased to say that 2015-2016 was a very successful year for our 

Lodges and the Order of Elks. 

Now, as I begin my journey as a Past Grand Exalted Ruler and the new State Sponsor of Virginia, 

I ask for your continued support as I strive to fill the shoes of my predecessor, Lester C. "Ted" Hess, Jr., 

one of the best PGERs and State Sponsors in all the Order. I know there will be a bit of a learning 

curve, but I am confident of the continued support of all Virginia Elks and your continued efforts for 

your Lodges, our State Association, and the Order. 

 

Ronald L. Hicks, PGER and Proud Virginia Elk 
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