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Sophia Palladino wins her Class at Hoop Shoot Nationals 

 

SOPHIA PALLADINO DID IT AGAIN!  She won her class in the 

National Elks Hoop Shoot for the second time.  She has set a record 

of 5 straight times attending the National Contest and has ONE 

more year of eligibility.  If she makes it back to Nationals next year, 

she will have attended all six years of eligibility along with winning 

Nationals at age 9 (8-9 Girl Division) and age 12 (12-13 Girl 

Division).  She has set the bar high and I truly believe her record 

will stand for quite some time.  Several other contestants have 

won the National Title twice but NO one has attended for five 



straight times.  Very proud of this young lady who has worked very 

hard!  Sophia was the number 12 scorer in her division.  When she 

stepped up to shoot her final 15 free throws, there was already a 

three-way tie with three other ladies who had made 22 of 25 free 

throws.  THIS State Director was a nervous wreck keeping score for 

all the ladies contests.  Sophia had made 22 of 25 free throws and 

had ONE more shot to make.  Her poise, confidence, skill and hours 

upon hours of PRACTICE, plus having been in this position before 

helped her to SINK the final shot thus winning the 12-13 Girl 

Championship with 23 of 25 free throws!  CONGRATS to Sophia 

Palladino of Forest, VA and CONGRATS to Bedford 2844 which has 

sponsored her every step of the way.  This Director looks forward 

to attending the 2015 Nationals Contest to see Sophia's name on 

a plaque in the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame! 

Justice Kidwell represented Fredericksburg 875 at the 

National's and placed seventh in the 12-13 Boys Division.  Justice 

picked up a virus and was sick during the competition and unable 

to attend the awards banquet later that evening.   

Best wishes to Sophia and Justice as they both have one more 

year of eligibility! 
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