
Old Dominion Elk 

  
 

 

2017 Spring Convention, Lynchburg, Virginia 

 

 

Michael F. (MIKE) Zellen was born in Everett, Massachusetts and has resided in 
Peabody, Massachusetts for the past 35 years. The son of the late Charles M. Zellen and 
the late Gertrude J. Zellen, Mike has one sister, Claire W. Chetham and three brothers, 
the late Charles E. Zellen, Thomas G. Zellen and Richard C. Zellen. Mike graduated from 
the Everett High School in 1965. Also a graduate of Bryant & Stratton School of Business 
in Boston and Suffolk University in Boston where he received both his Bachelors Degree 
and Masters Degree in Business Administration.  

Mike has been employed in the banking industry for the last 44 years in both a 
Regulatory capacity for the Massachusetts Office of the Commissioner of banks and the 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and as a banker holding the positions of Treasurer, Chief Financial Officer, and is 
currently serving as Vice President and Community Reinvestment Officer of North Shore Bank.  

Mike served both the cities of Everett and Peabody as a member of the City Council, the Everett School 
Committee and various local boards for many years, and he has served or is serving as an officer, director, or board 
member of various youth, community, civic and professional organizations.  

Mike was initiated into the Everett, Massachusetts Lodge No. 642 in November, 1968. He served as Esquire 
before proceeding through the chairs to serve as Exalted Ruler in 1977-1978, and then served as Lodge Trustee, 
Secretary and Treasurer. He served on numerous committees including the House Committee, and he has been 
recognized a number of times for his service to the Lodge, including being named Officer-of-the-Year, Elk-of-the-Year, 
and having been awarded "Honorary Life" membership, and remains very active in the Lodge.  

At the State Level he has served as a Director of the Massachusetts Elks Scholarship Fund, State Treasurer 1984-
1992, State President 1995-1996, State Charity Advisory Committee 1986-present, State Convention Chairman 1997-
2007, State President's Advisory Committee 1996-present, Chairman of the Grand Exalted Ruler's reception for many 
years and was selected "Massachusetts State Elk-of-the-Year" in 1997-1998.  

At the Grand Lodge level he served as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler of the Massachusetts East District in 
1983-1984, Area Special Representative of Massachusetts Area 3 in 1996-2002, Grand Lodge Committeeman on Lodge 
Activities/State Associations in 1998-2000, Area 1 Representative on the Board of Grand Trustees from 2010-2014, 
having served as Secretary of the Board from 2010-2013 and Vice-Chairman in 
2014, Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler 2007-present.  

Mike and his wife Donna (Norcott) have been married for 45 years and 
have four daughters: Jennifer, Susan, Michele and Amy all of whom are Members 
of the Saugus-Everett Lodge of Elks No. 642. Their daughter Jennifer is a Past 
Exalted Ruler. Donna is also active in the Lodge and serves as a Member of the 
Board of Trustees. Mike and Donna are also blessed to have three grandsons: Joseph, Nicholas and Michael.  



BIOGRAPHY OF 

Donnie White 
President-Elect, Virginia Elks Association 

Donald “Donnie” was born in Elkins, West Virginia on July 10, 1955. His family 
moved to Williamsport, Pennsylvania, Home of Baseball’s Little League World Series, 
where he lived until he was ten. His family then moved to Richmond, Virginia. He 
graduated from Hermitage High School in 1973. 

In November of 1976 he married Joanne. Shortly thereafter, he began working 
with his father-in-law at C. M. Richardson Company, Inc., and eventually took over the 
business when his father-in-law retired. It is now a fourth generation business. May of 
1982 brought about another big change in his life when he welcomed his son into the 
world. 

Looking for a way to give back to his community he joined Richmond Elks Lodge 
#45 in December of 2004.  

He served as Tiler, Leading Knight and ER for two consecutive years and eventually a third year as ER. During his 
tenure with the Elks, he has served in various Lodge Committees and also as the VEA Central District Drug Awareness 
Chair. In 2011 he was honored to serve as Central District’s District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler.  

He has attended every VEA State meeting with the exception of one, which fell on the same weekend his son 
was getting married. He tried to figure out a way he could still do both. Let’s just say that did not go over well with 
Joanne and the rest is history. 

He is now honored and humbled by the confidence of his fellow Elks to represent and serve as the Virginia Elks 
Association President for the years of 2017-2018. 

 

BIOGRAPHY OF 

Michael B. Bryant 
President, North Carolina State Elks Association 

I would like to give a huge thank you from North Carolina. It is an honor and a 
privilege to be invited to participate in the Virginia Elks Association Annual Convention. 

I have always been told by past North Carolina State Elks Association visiting 
presidents about the wonderful times they have had and the hospitality shown them by 
VEA. I look forward to meeting with you and getting to know many of you during my visit 
to your wonderful state. 

I am no stranger to Virginia as I have lived there twice during my professional 
career. After graduating college my first job was in Warrenton, Virginia. I lived in 
Manassas and then commuted to work in Warrenton for a year. I worked the areas 

south just beyond Culpeper, across through Fredericksburg and up through Woodbridge during my tenure in Virginia. 
After receiving a promotion I returned to North Carolina only to return to Virginia five years later. I moved to 

Richmond where I managed offices in Richmond, Charlottesville, and several offices in the Tidewater area. Basically I 
was responsible for central Virginia, Tidewater, and the Northern Neck areas. 

From Virginia I then moved to Florida before again returning to North Carolina where I opened and owned my 
own business for 13 years before accepting employment with one of my customers.  

I have always enjoyed the diversity of Virginia which, similar to North Carolina, includes everything from the 
mountains to the sea. Rich in history, sights and of course food, Virginia is such a perfect place to live. 

Although I am a relatively new Elk compared to many of you, being a member for 14 years, I am passionate 
about the great deeds that we as a member perform on a regular basis. Our support of various youth activities, veterans 
and active military personnel are second to none. Unfortunately we are still one of the best kept secrets in America.   
We have to talk to those we encounter and educate them on a personal level of these great deeds we perform. 



I strongly believe that the wonderful activities we perform and the services we provide our local communities 
should be widely publicized and we should "beat ourselves on the chest" to get the word out of these fantastic deeds. If 
people truly understood the value we add back to our communities then membership would grow tremendously and 
with that growth our ability to provide even more services would be available. 

I have followed the Virginia Elks Association on Facebook and from your webpage. I am amazed at the quality of 
programs the VEA and local lodges provide and the recognition you are receiving through local media outlets. I look 
forward to taking knowledge from my visit with your association back to North Carolina to incorporate with our many 
programs to improve them. 

Again, thank you for this great opportunity to join with and visit your fine VEA members and revisiting the State 
of Virginia that I truly love. 

Message From The Grand Exalted Ruler 
MICHAEL F. ZELLEN 

Meeting the needs of veterans and military members 
The Elks National Veterans Service Commission was established in 1946, 

immediately after World War II, with the sole mission of “Serving Our Nations Veterans.” 
Though much has changed since then, the Elks’ dedication to serve our veterans and 
military members in need has never changed.  

Recently, I traveled to Washington, D.C., the epicenter of the military and 
veterans’ affairs government agencies. Joined by Past Grand Exalted Ruler Paul Helsel 
and Government Relations team members Shawn Bullard and Jennifer Naaden, we met 
with top military and veteran officials. In these meetings, I received resounding 
gratitude and admiration for the Elks’ service to the military and veterans.  

The leaders asked the Elks to join them in addressing two challenges. First, 
numerous veterans are struggling to find employment. Frequently employers 
misunderstand a veteran’s skill set and how to utilize it. This confusion has led to an 
increase of homeless veterans. 

Second, there is a lack of awareness among the National Guard Bureau of the Elks’ programs available for their 
members, veterans and their families. 

How can your Lodge alleviate these problems? The answer will vary Lodge to Lodge, but here are some ideas. 
Your Lodge could facilitate career fairs, host workshops for business leaders on translating a veteran’s skills into 
success, and provide veterans with professional skills training. Additionally, your Lodge could provide scholarships for 
veterans to further their education. 

Since the onset of the War on Terror, National Guard members have been called to serve at an unprecedented 
rate. This has created difficulties for soldiers and their families. Vice Chief of the National Guard Bureau Lieutenant 
General Hokanson asked for greater collaboration between National Guard units and Local Lodges.  

Hokanson has shared information on the Elks’ programs, encouraging his Adjutant Generals to form 
relationships with Local Lodges. I ask every Lodge to reach out to your local National Guard unit and engage it on how 
to best support the soldiers and their families.  

Look for more details of my D.C. trip in the July/ August edition of The Elks Magazine for more about the new 
partnerships with congressional, administration and military leaders.  

May God bless our veterans and the men and women who serve in the military worldwide, and may God bless 
America. They will all be in the line of duty, and some of them may give their lives in that duty.  

Thank you for Caring and Sharing and for continuing to demonstrate that, “Elks are Leading the Way.” 

  



Sponsor’s Message 
It is my pleasure to welcome the Elks of Virginia to the June State Convention in 

Lynchburg, Virginia, the home of my alma mater Lynchburg College.  Nancy and I are 
very-much looking forward to being with you, as the Virginia Elks host our Grand Exalted 
Ruler and First Lady, Mike and Donna Zellen, and North Carolina State President and First 
Lady, Mike and Vicki Bryant. 

The GER’s theme this year is “Elks Leading the Way,” which corresponds nicely 
with my theme “Elks Pride and Community Focus.”  As a PGER and State Sponsor, I am 
fortunate to hear about and see how Elks across our Country are “living” these themes 
and changing lives every day.  We are ordinary people joining together to do so many 
extraordinary things, and I’m proud to say that no one does it better than the great Elks 
of Virginia! 

Congratulations to all who helped make this year so successful for our Lodges, 
the State and our Order.  We have lots of good news to share at the Convention and will 
recognize and thank many outstanding Elks and Lodges for their efforts throughout the 
year.  This will be a special time of reflection, learning, and fellowship, so come prepared 
to have a great experience and to enjoy our time together.         

Sincerely and fraternally, 
Ronald L. Hicks, PGER 

President’s Message 
Brothers and sisters of the VEA.  Thank you all so very much for allowing me to 

serve you and the VEA as president this past year.  Due to personal conflicts, I regretfully 

missed out on a lot of travels around the state. However, those travels that I did manage 

will certainly be forever some of the best memories of my life. I began the year talking 

about leadership. We do not have a shortage of leadership here in Virginia and I would 

like to thank every officer, every Elk who has stepped up this year to make the VEA a 

shining example of Elkdom in the nation. Every one of you should be as proud as I am of 

the accomplishments and good works in which we have demonstrated the cardinal 

principals of our order. Congratulations and thanks to all, and may God continue to bless 

us all in the good that we do! 

 

 



Message from the President Elect 

Donnie White  
As I begin my year as your VEA State President, I want to thank everyone that got 

me to this point. It has been a journey that started in my lodge, Richmond No. 45, and 
continued, thanks to many mentors, members and friends that offered words of 
encouragement and support. The most important person to thank is my wife, partner 
and greatest supporter, Joanne. Without her support and help, I would not be where I 
am today. 

The challenges that face all of the lodges is membership. We talk about this every 
year and we “continue to do the same things expecting different results”. Albert Einstein 
is attributed with saying that this is a sign of insanity. We cannot continue to expect our 
membership to grow unless we are willing to make great changes both within our lodge 
and within our own minds.   

Henry Ford was quoted as saying "Coming together is a beginning. Keeping 
together is progress. Working together is success." We have to push a reset button in 
our minds to help the leadership in the lodges understand that they must bring the 

membership together before we can begin to succeed in promoting Elkdom or our programs. Encourage your members 
to help with a program or event. Call them on the phone, text or email them to ask them to participate. There are many 
members in your lodge that will help if just asked. You have to reach out to them personally. You cannot expect people 
to respond to a plea in the newsletter, website, or Facebook page.   

PGER and our State Sponsor Ron Hicks has long promoted having a great Indoctrination program in the lodges. 
That is where you begin to familiarize the new members with all of the programs that we do. There are many lodges 
that the Exalted Ruler and officers are not familiar with the programs that we are supposed to be doing. Perhaps it 
might be a good start by having an Indoctrination program for all the members or at least the officers. Invite the 
members and have a free event to talk about the things you need to accomplish and things you want to accomplish this 
year. Maybe ask some of the Past Exalted Rulers to participate by explaining a program and how it can be facilitated. 
Often, we see programs explained in concept but don’t have a plan to implement it. An example might be the Drug 
Awareness program. We know that we are supposed to get the word out to the youth in our community but we don’t 
have a specific way to do that. The Drug Awareness chairman needs to explain what is in store for the year.   

The goal of the Virginia Elks Association is to promote and support our State Major Projects, the Virginia Elks 
Youth Camp and the Safety Glasses Program, as well as offering scholarships to deserving students and supporting the 
Hoop Shoot program. Through our committees we promote the Drug Awareness program, Membership, and our 
Veterans program. We also offer workshops at our State Convention and Fall Meeting and promote fellowship for all 
lodges. It is a great opportunity to network and to get to know more about Elkdom and to meet some new friends and 
great Elks. We encourage all lodges to promote these meetings and get Elks excited to attend. I am excited about my 
year as your State President and am hoping to spark some excitement in our members and lodges. To quote John 
Maxwell “Team Work makes the Dream Work!” So let’s get started! 

Donnie White 

  



Virginia Elks Association Officers for 2017-2018  
 

PRESIDENT 
Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne 
Richmond Lodge 45 
 
FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 
Paul C. Shoemaker – Bonnie  
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268  
 
SECOND VICE - PRESIDENT 
Frank Burns-Sandy  
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
 
THIRD VICE - PRESIDENT 
John M. Owen III – Nancy 
Bedford Lodge 2844 
 
FOURTH VICE – PRESIDENT 
Raymond E. Dameron – Elizabeth 
Fredericksburg Lodge 875 
 
SECRETARY 
Tammy Symons – Robert 
Winchester Lodge 867 
 
TREASURER 
Tammy Symons – Robert 
Winchester Lodge 867 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 
Charlottesville Lodge 389 
 
TILER 
Janita (Jan) Sullivan 
Arlington – Fairfax Lodge 2188 
 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
Ed Travers  
Richmond Lodge 45 
 
INNER GUARD 
Ken Vaden 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
 
PRESIDENTIAL AIDE 
Faye Willard - George 
Richmond Lodge 45 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Joseph E. Hicks  
Fredericksburg 875  
 
TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR - 
CHAIRMAN 
Darryl Myers – Karen 
Danville Lodge 227 
 
TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 
Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 
Harrisonburg Lodge 450 
 
TRUSTEE – THREE YEARS 
Beverly A. Hamby  
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268  
 
TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 
Geoffrey B. Cox-Susan  
Loudoun Lodge 2406 
 
TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS 
Robert Fender – April  
Galax Lodge 2212 

  



Virginia Elks Association 
108th Annual Meeting 

Lynchburg, Virginia 
June 8, 9, 10, and 11, 2017 

Schedule of Events 
Thursday, June 8 

 

11:00 am Registration Open until 2:00 (Lobby) 
 

2:00 pm Trustees Meeting (Room 223) – casual*  PSPs welcome 
 

3:30 pm Past State Presidents Meeting (Room 223) – casual* 
 

Friday, June 9 
 

9:00 am Registration Open until 6 pm (Lobby) 
 

9:00 am Golf at Ivy Hill Golf Club 
 

2:30 pm District Deputies, DD Esquires & DD Designates (Room 223) – casual* 
 

4:00 pm Youth Camp Meeting (Main Ballroom) – casual* 
 

6:00 pm PSP Reception (Room 223)   
 

7:00 pm PSP Dinner (Poplar Forest Room Main Level) 
 

Saturday, June 10 
 

7:00 am Registration Open until 8:30 a.m. (Lobby) 
 

7:30 am PER/ER Breakfast (Ballrooms B/C) (Ticket required at door) 
(Scroll down for the rest of the schedule 

9:00 am Business Session (Blue Ridge Ballrooms B/C/D) 
 

9:30 am Ladies Breakfast (Ballrooms B/C) (Ticket required at door) – casual* 
 

11:30 am  Memorial Service (Main Ballroom) (Open to everyone) 
 

12:00  Scholarship Program (Main Ballroom)  (Open to everyone) 
 

12:30 pm Scholarship Lunch (Main Lobby Restaurant) (invited guests only) 
 

1:00 pm Hospitality Rooms Open after Scholarship Program 
 

6:00 pm  President’s Reception (Room 223)  
(Invitation required) GL and State Officers – summer tux 

 
 

7:00 pm Hospitality rooms closed until after installation of State Officers 
 

7:00 pm State Association Banquet (Main Ballrooms A/B/C) (Ticket required) 
  Installation of State Officers will follow dinner 

  GL and State Officers – summer tux 
 

Sunday, June 11 - No Meetings – Members Depart 
 

*unless otherwise stated, all events shall be coat & tie or business suit 
 

There will be no alcohol of any type in the Main Lobby either in cups, cans, or bottles at any time during the 
Convention.  Virginia ABC Law. 

 
PLEASE WEAR YOUR CONVENTION BADGE AT ALL TIMES WHILE IN THE HOTEL 

 



VIRGINIA ELKS ASSOCIATION 
SPRING CONVENTION  

JUNE 10, 2017 
AGENDA 

9:00 am Call to Order – Bobby Fender, President 
Entrance of Grand Lodge Officers and Guests – Jim Chitwood, Sergeant-at-Arms 

Invocation – Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Chaplain 
Pledge of Allegiance – Vicki Shiflett, Veterans Chairman 

Welcome by Host Lodge – Lynchburg No. 321 
Possible City Official to Speak  

Head Table Introductions 
Chaplain Lynn Rutherford-Snow 

North Carolina Elks State Association President, Michael Bryant 
Special Representative and Dear Friend Dr. Bob Hinkle to Introduce Ron Hicks, State Sponsor 

Ron Hicks to introduce Grand Exalted Ruler, Michael Zellen 
Roll Call of Officers – Horace Jones, Secretary 
Roll Call of Lodges – Horace Jones, Secretary 

Report on Credentials – Horace Jones, Secretary 
Secretary’s Report and Minutes of Previous Session – Horace Jones, Secretary 

Treasurer’s Report – Tammy Symons, Treasurer 
Report of Convention Committee – Buddy Deese, Chairman // John Butler, Southwest District Chairman 

Trustee Report – Tim Knotts, Chairman 
President’s Report – Bobby Fender 

First Vice President’s Report – Donnie White 
Accident Prevention & Risk Management – Darryl Myers, Chairman 

?Business Practices – Jay Bonnell, Chairman 
Internet – Roger Monger, Chairman and Class Act! 
Second Vice President’s Report – Paul Shoemaker 

National Convention 2017, Reno, NV – Paul Shoemaker 
Government Relations – Bob Goolrick, Chairman 

?Lodge Activities – Patricia Graves, Chairman 
Elks National Foundation – Beverly Hamby, Chairman 

Public Relations – Bill Tennis, Chairman 
?Youth Camp Maintenance – Ronald Boswell 

The Virginia Elks Charitable Trust Fund, Inc. – Geoff Cox 
ER’s invited to Line Up 

?Charitable Trust, Investments – G.R. Davis, Chairman 
Parade of Exalted Rulers 

Third Vice President’s Report – Frank Burns 
Auditing – Frank Burns, Chairman 

ENF Hardship – Buddy Deese, Chairman 
Hoop-Shoot – Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Chairman 

Indoctrination – Frank Burns, Chairman 
Scholarships and Safety Glasses – Dr. Bob Hinkle, Co-Chairman 

?Youth Leadership and Activities – Wayne Blake 
Fourth Vice President’s Report – John Owen 

Americanism – Bob Ward, Chairman 
Drug Awareness – Tim Mead, Chairman 

National Veterans’ Services – Vicki Shiflett, Chairman 
(Golf Awards and Report to be given during the Banquet – Leah Powell, Chairman) 

Membership and Lapsation – Justin Reiter, Chairman 
Ritualistic – Don Kidd, Chairman 



Unfinished Business 
By-Laws – Tim Knotts, Chairman of VEA Trustees 

New Business 
Resolutions – John Rosenberger, Chairman 

Good of the Order 
Remarks from our Guests 

Benediction – Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Chaplain 
Adjournment 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE @ 11:30 am 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM @ 12:00 noon 

 
Banquet Agenda: 

7:00 pm Call to Order – Bobby Fender, President 
Entrance of Grand Lodge Officers and Guests – Jim Chitwood, Sergeant-at-Arms 

Invocation – Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Chaplain 
Pledge of Allegiance – Vicki Shiflett, Veterans Chairman 

Head Table Introductions 
Chaplain Lynn Rutherford-Snow & Jimmy 

North Carolina Elks State Association President, Michael Bryant & Vicki 
Special Deputy and Friend Dr. Bob Hinkle to Introduce Ron Hicks, State Sponsor & Nancy 

Ron Hicks to introduce Grand Exalted Ruler, Michael Zellen & Donna 
April – VEA First Lady 
Other Introductions 
VEA State Officers 

VEA Trustees 
Past State Presidents 

Dinner 
Remarks: 

Remarks by Bobby Fender, VEA SP 
Remarks by April Horton-Fender, VEA First Lady 

Remarks by Michael Bryant, NCEA State President 
Remarks by NCEA First Lady, Vicki Bryant 

Remarks by Ron Hicks, PGER and VA State Sponsor 
Remarks by Michael Zellen, 2016-17 Grand Exalted Ruler 

Remarks by the First Lady of Elkdom, Donna Zellen 
Awards – Veterans (Vicki), Golf (Paul), Contest A (Frank)  

Special Presentations and Gifts 
Installation of Officers 

Remarks from 2017-18 Virginia Elks State President, Donnie White 
Remarks from VEA First Lady, Joanne White 

Benediction – Lynn Rutherford-Snow, Chaplain 
Adjournment 

 



 



Virginia ENF Grant Coordinator Barbara Monger and Virginia ENF Committee Chair Bev 

Hamby are excited about this one-time Grant opportunity from Elks National Foundation. 

Ask either of them about this great grant opportunity and start making plans for how 

your Lodge will use this awesome grant!!!! 

 

 



 
Taylor and Treylan trade 

their cards 

 

Beamers and Gobles at the Navy 
Pier in Chicago 

 

Getting ready to devour these 
deep-dish pizzas at Giordano's! 

 

Treylan with 
Martinsville ER Robert 

Stegall and wife 
Michelle who flew to 

Chicago to see Treylan 
compete! 

 

Taylor and Treylan pose 
with their plaques and 
Virginia Director Lynn 

Rutherford-Snow at the 
conclusion of the 
Awards Banquet. 

 

 

 
The 2017 Virginia Elks Hoop Shoot Program completed another year with twenty-four of our twenty-nine Lodges 

conducting local contests in our State. We had four District Contests and the State Contest. The Virginia State Contest 
was held in Charlottesville, Virginia on February 12, 2017. An extra special thanks to Henry Hackett and wife Debbie of 
Charlottesville 389 who prepared the food for the luncheon prior to the State contest.  

A very special thanks to our State dignitaries and members of the VEA who presented trophies, kept score, or 
performed other duties at the State contest: VEA State President Bobby Fender, First Vice President Donnie White, 
Second Vice President Paul Shoemaker, Third Vice President Frank Burns, and Fourth Vice President John Owen; Past State 

Presidents Geoff Cox, Richard Eubank, Bev Hamby, and Bill Tennis; along with Charlottesville Elks John Carlton, Nancy 
Guthrie, Audrey Hoffmaster, John Lang, Patsy Minahan, Harold Morris, Trudy Neofotis, Vicki Shiflett, and Doe Member 
Nancy Gilbert. Also assisting were past winners Sophia Palladino, Reed Pendleton, Christopher Cook, and Ashley 
Durham Smith and her husband Josh Smith. First Vice President Donnie White and Fourth Vice President John Owen did 
the presentation of flags at the Opening Ceremonies. Keith Campbell of Bedford 2844 played the National Anthem on 
his guitar.  

Our six Virginia State winners traveled to Fredrick, Maryland to compete in the Regional Competition on March 
10 - 12, 2017. Due to a prior commitment, VEA President Bobby Fender was unable to attend 
the Regional Hoop Shoot. I proudly carried our Virginia Flag as I escorted our six Virginia 
winners during the Opening Ceremonies. Representing Virginia were Taylor Goble (Pulaski 
1067), Treylan Beamer (Martinsville 1752), Sarah Ferrell (Bedford 2844), Trey Coles (Richmond 
45), McKinley Fitzgerald (Staunton 351), and Mudathir Elboushi (Woodbridge 2355). Taylor 
won the 8-9 year old girls (25/25) and Treylan won the 8-9 year old boys (22/25) Regional 
Championships and represented our Commonwealth at the National competition in Chicago, 
Illinois on April 20 – 23, 2017. 

At the Nationals, Taylor shot 16/25 free throws and 
tied for Eighth place in the 8-9 year old Girls Division. 
Treylan shot 23/25 free throws and tied for Fourth place in 
the 8-9 year old Boys Division. A wonderful time was had by 
the Gobles and Beamers along with their families, and yours 
truly as we visited the Navy Pier, Lincoln Zoo, Elks 
Memorial, and DePaul University. One of the highlights of 
the trip was our meal together at Giordano’s. What an 
awesome deep dish pizza that was bigger and cheesier than 
your average deep dish! It was safe to say we did NOT go 
hungry after ordering several of these “bad boys”!!!  

Once again I am humbled and proud to represent 
our Commonwealth as your Virginia Director! A very special 
thank you to all our Elk members and volunteers who 
worked from the local level to our Virginia State 
competition this past year. Because of your devotion to our 
Order of Elkdom, I was able to have another successful year 
as your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director. May we 
continue to increase our number of participants and strive 
to have all of our lodges participating for our great state of 

Virginia! I have great faith in our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can 
accomplish great things! May God continue to richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom! You ARE 
the B.P.O.E. ~ Best People On Earth! 

Fraternally,  Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER, PDDGER 

Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director 



Have an unforgettable experience at our 
Holiday Inn Downtown Lynchburg Hotel 

Holiday Inn Downtown Lynchburg VA provides a wealth of 
services like free morning paper, laundry on site, 
complimentary parking in our covered garage, and a 
complete Wi-Fi engaged hotel, having access internet 
anywhere. Private dining, conference hall (that can 
accommodate 500 people), full service catering, fitness 
center, roof top swimming pool, business center and an 
environment of excellence in customer service. We thrive on 
being best at what we do, from weddings, family reunions to corporate events! The quality of service that we provide is 
what enhances us more from the other hotels. A wonderful downtown experience with a riverfront view, fine dining, 
and historic tours all surrounded by the beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains To prove it we need you and your guests 
to be our guests. As a guest you will benefit immediately from being an IHG rewards member when you join, from free 
stays to discounts on anything you can think of. As a meeting planner the IHG points add up fast! You are precious to 
us. All you need to do is contact us! Please provide us with the opportunity to serve you and your guests. 

 
Welcome to Lynchburg, Virginia, a vibrant and historic city located in the eastern foothills of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. Here, along the banks of the scenic James River, you will find endless opportunity for adventure, 
entertainment, amusement, relaxation, and more. Discover historic sites, exciting recreational and cultural 
opportunities, extraordinary shopping, gracious dining and first class accommodations. 

 
216 12th Street at Church, Lynchburg, VA 24504  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make the Lynchburg Visitor Information Center your first stop when visiting our region! Friendly and helpful 
travel counselors will be happy to assist you in trip planning. Whether you are looking to see area historical attractions, 
wineries, outdoor activities, simply looking for a great place to have a nice meal, or checking out Lynchburg 
accommodations, the Visitor Information Center has it all! Never been to Lynchburg before? Relax in the theater and 
watch the 5-minute video on the area. You will also find brochures and visitor information. Finally, no trip is complete 
without a souvenir from your destination of choice! Our in-house gift shop includes everything from local attraction 
specialties to Lynchburg apparel, gift cards, and other memorabilia. We look forward to seeing you at the Lynchburg 
Visitor Information Center. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=216+12th+Street+at+Church++Lynchburg+VA+24504&t=m&layer=1&doflg=ptk&om=0


A Guest Editorial from Carl T. Seibert, PDD, 
Secretary, Florida State Elks Association 

So, the lodge elections are done, the chairs are filled, the new officers attended 
the officer training seminar, and the lodge is off to a rousing start! Whew! Now comes 
filling committees and seeing to the business of running a member-centric Elks lodge! 
Before we move on, though, let’s examine how we filled the chairs and committees. In 
the process, did you have to twist a few arms and did you possibly even have to recruit a 
new member or two just to get a position filled? In doing so, we asked not what was in 
it for them (what the lodge could do for them). Instead, we asked what they could do 
for the lodge! In keeping with my tradition of sometimes turning things upside down, I 

propose today that we begin recruiting members not for what they can do for the lodge but what the lodge can do for 
them! In sales, aren’t we taught to emphasize the benefits to the buyer of the new product or service? We ask new 
home buyers to picture themselves in the new home. The golfer is asked to visualize the shot. It’s selling 101. So why 
are these the first questions we ask a new member: serve on a committee, give of your time, financially support our 
projects and get involved? We tell them they have joined the greatest fraternal organization in the country but we 
don’t tell them why we are the greatest. Really, if you think about it, the only real benefit we tell them about is our 
cheap food and drinks! 

So, what do I believe is the greatest thing we have to offer a new member? How about the Elks lodge being the 
place where leaders are created and trained? That’s right, we are a training ground for leaders! What other civic 
organization in the country has the training tools that we have? We have our organization structure from Grand Lodge 
to state to lodge. We run sophisticated business operations. We manage everything from employees to volunteers. We 
have expectations that require adherence to principles and traditions, and because our members are active every 
single day and not just on meeting day, we expose our members to the challenges of leadership every single day! Think 
of a new police officer straight out of the academy who takes a low-paying job in a small but crime-ridden town. The 
limited force allows this new officer to be exposed to things he or she might never see in a highly populated city where 
the force is highly specialized and segregated. It’s no different than a new doctor serving a rotation in a very busy 
emergency room. They are exposed to a lot of situations in a short amount of time. So too are our Elks lodges. They are 
not your average little league concession stand! Our leaders see a lot and confront it all in a short amount of time and 
after navigating the challenges successfully, they come out on the other end feeling accomplished, motivated and 
ready to take on the world! 

Is this a benefit we have EVER sold to a new member? A leader in an Elks lodge does a whole lot more than just 
run meetings or chair activities. A leader in an Elks lodge develops skills that make them better leaders, better role 
models, better negotiators and better people! 

Our organization trains leaders for business, leaders for the community and leaders for life! Why can’t we be 
proud of this fact and use this benefit to our benefit? Doesn’t this sound more enticing to a prospective member than 
what we do today? 

I can already anticipate your next thought and it is look at the average age of our members and new members; 
many are past their prime and are retired. How is this a benefit to them? Well, I believe you are never too old to lead 
or learn, but even if you think you are, I am sure you have something to offer! If you have been in the workforce I am 
sure you have much in the way of wisdom to share. How about becoming a mentor to a new leader? Teach them what 
you had to learn the hard way! I know, no one gave you a leg up, but remember, it’s for your lodge! Not everything has 
to be a teaching moment. Allow our leaders to lead with dignity and respect them enough to help them. If nothing else, 
advise; don’t divide. It may not be the way it has always been done and it may not be the way you would have done it 
but unless you are going to step up and lead, please don’t get in the way of someone who is! 

Ask not what that new member can do for the lodge but what the lodge can do for that new member! 
My aim in these articles is to inform, educate and instill a sense of responsibility in our success. I do this by 

sometimes offering ideas that are not your normal run-of-the-mill thoughts and ideas. We are not perfect and 
sometimes we have to look at ourselves as others see us before we realize the need to improve. So how am I doing? 
Let me know what you think! Email me at carl@floridaelks.org. 

(Above reprinted from Florida Elks News by permission of the author.) 
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