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Shooting To Win: Martinsville student places fourth in 

national competition 
By Amie Knowles, May 1, 2017 

 

 
MARTINSVILLE–From the first shot this season, Treylan Beamer felt he could make it to 
nationals. 

“I just had a good feeling about it,” Beamer said. 
That confidence, combined with hours of practice and support, helped Treylan place fourth 

overall out of more than 40,000 competitors at the Elks Lodge National Hoop Shoot. 
Each year, the Elks National Foundation hosts a basketball tournament for kids across the 

country. Six groups of kids take aim at each level. At each stage of the competition, the players 
are split between girls and boys aged eight to nine, 10 to 11 and 12 to 13. 

(Scroll down for more of the article) 
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First, local lodges like Martinsville Lodge #1752 organize a free throw shooting event, 
which Treylan won in the 8 to 9 year-old boys grouping back on Jan. 14. Those winners then go 
on to the district competition, which in this case was held in Bedford on Jan. 21. Again, Treylan 
walked away a winner in his category. Those who earn the highest scores at the district level go 
on to the state competition, which took place Feb. 11 in Charlottesville. The Martinsville student 
was locked in, hitting 23 of 25 free throws to earn a spot at the regional competition in Fredric, 
Maryland. After winning at regionals, he made his way to the national stage at the end of April, 
competing in Chicago, Illinois. 

Treylan and his family got some help from several local sources to make the trip. 
Martinsville Elks Lodge #1752 secretary Lynnette Kyle said that the hometown lodge took care 
of matching t-shirts for all of the Martinsville competitors at the district level. The lodge also paid 
for the players and their family members to eat breakfast and gave each family money for gas. 

The Elks, from local to state to regional to national levels of the organization, help sponsor 
winning contestants and their families at every stage of competition. From hotel fees to airfare 
to food to gas expenses, all the contestants have to do is show up, play hard and have fun. 

When they went to the regional competition in Virginia, Barry Nelson from Nelson 
Automotive donated a car for the family to drive. 

Breaking through 
When he came in first place for his age group in Maryland, Treylan knew his dreams of 

shooting hoops in the national competition were about to come true – and that’s a rarity. 
Even though the Martinsville lodge hosts a contest every year, it’s been a quarter century 

since someone from the local area made it to the national competition. 
“1992 was the last time we had someone go to nationals,” Kyle said. 
“[My friends] were telling me good luck and they hope I win,” Treylan said. 
When Treylan and his immediate family arrived in Chicago, they had a little more time to 

take in the sights than they did in Maryland. 
“It was a lot of traffic,” Treylan said. “Big buildings, bright lights. It was nice.” 
Treylan also visited the Navy Pier, which he said was a highlight of his trip. 
“The water was blue,” Treylan said. “It was nice up there.” 
The basketball player also had a slice of Chicago pizza, which he 

enjoyed. 
When he got to the national hoop shoot, Treylan said a few 

thoughts kept going through his head: “I hope I win. I get all these 
things and I get inducted into the [Naismith Memorial Basketball] Hall 
of Fame.” 

A family tradition 
Basketball runs in Treylan’s family. In 1980, his great uncle, Kevin 

Beamer, participated in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
hoop shoot and made it all the way to nationals. 

While he had confidence in spades, as he advanced through each 
stage of the competition, Beamer said, “I was amazed.” 



Beamer’s skills aren’t based on luck; the Patrick Henry Elementary School student has 
worked hard to achieve success on the court. 

“I’ve been playing since I was, like, two,” Beamer said. 
Beamer’s father, Quan Beamer, also plays basketball. That’s one person that Treylan said 

inspires him. 
“We have a tradition,” Treylan said. “My dad, my uncle and my grandpa play basketball.” 
If pitted against the men in his family in a game, Treylan felt he’d easily emerge victorious. 
In the Elks competition, he walked away with a victory of another sort. Out of more than 

40,000 players who signed up across the nation, Treylan finished in fourth place for his age 
bracket, again hitting 23 out of 25 shots. 

“They get 25 free throws,” Kyle said. “The child who won made 25 out of 25. The next two 
made 24 out of 25. The next five made 23 out of 25. It wasn’t a runaway. This is a stiff 
competition.” 

While he didn’t win first place in the national competition, he’s still a winner in Martinsville. 
Treylan is already busing honing his skills for next year’s hoop throw. 

“I’m gonna do it again next year,” Treylan said. 
DeShanta Hairston, Treylan’s mother, is impressed with her son 

both on and off the court. 
“He made it to nationals and he’s on the honor roll at school,” 

Hairston said. “Everybody is proud. Not only the family, but the 
community’s so proud of him.” 

When he’s old enough, Treylan intends to be an NBA star. While 
the Oklahoma City Thunder is Treylan’s favorite team, he said it doesn’t 
matter to him whether he plays for them or not, at least not right off. 

“I want to go to a not very good team and build them up,” Treylan 
said. 

With his skills only increasing, Treylan’s well on his way. 
 

Amie Knowles reports for the Martinsville Bulletin. She can be reached at 
amie.pickeral@martinsvillebulletin.com 
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