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Loudoun 2406 Honors First Exalted Ruler 

  
 

On December 28
th

, 1968 The Loudoun Elks Lodge 2406 Charter was signed in the building that at the 

time was the Sterling Park Community Center better known as the “Barn”, with the lodge’s very first 

member and Exalted Ruler James Connors in attendance to sign the Charter.  For many years after that 

the Loudoun Elks wondered Loudoun County looking for a new home and eventually temporarily settling 

in a space above an auto repair garage for many years.  In March of 2011 the Loudoun Elks Lodge 2406 

closed escrow on the very building that their Charter was signed in that had become a Knights of 

Columbus building.  The Loudoun Elks were able to reach out to their very first member and Exalted 

Ruler and invited James and his wife Evelyn to attend and asked if he would do the honor of cutting the 

ribbon at the Grand Opening of their New Lodge.  Jim and His Wife graciously accepted the invitation 

and the Loudoun Lodge had a successful Grand Opening June 25, 2011.  During the recent Virginia Elks 

Protocol Meeting at the Elks National Home, Loudoun Lodge Exalted Ruler Geoff Cox and Leading Knight 

Matthew Tetreault were able to meet with and present James, who lives in Bedford VA, with a framed 

commemorative plaque that had pictures, programs and a piece of the grand opening ribbon that James 

had cut to open the Lodge.  James and Evelyn were very surprised and thankful for the continued 

friendship and connection to the Loudoun Elks and to this day continue to get the Lodges newsletter to 

stay informed.  At the time this story was written Jim and Evelyn were in the process of moving into the 

Elks National Home and the Loudoun Elks look forward to seeing them the next time we are in Bedford.  

“Elks are never forgotten” 

 

Submitted by Matthew Tetreault 


