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Local businessman to spend year traveling country as leader of Elks 
Thursday, July 30, 2015 12:00 am 

BY ROB HEDELT/THE FREE LANCE-STAR 

By this time next year, few people hereabouts 
will have traveled across this country more than 
Ronald Hicks of Spotsylvania County. 

Recently elected as the national leader of the 
Benevolent and Protective order of Elks, Hicks will be 
on the road for 50 of the next 52 weeks. 
Accompanied by his wife, Nancy, the newly elected 
Grand Exalted Ruler of the Elks will be going to 
conventions in most states, Mardi Gras, Congress, 
the Rose Bowl and five different lodges in Alaska 
before the year is done, traveling more than 300,000 

miles. 
Since being elected the national Elks leader at the Grand Lodge Convention in 

Indianapolis in early July, Hicks has already planned or made visits to Montana, North 
Dakota and Ohio, with the rest of the states to follow. 

“Most weeks, we’ll be here for a day or two and then traveling the rest of the time,” 
he said. “A few times, we’ll be gone for two weeks to cut down on the back and forth.” 

While he knows the travel will take a toll eventually, the Spotsylvania native is 
looking forward to leading the organization he’s been a member of for 43 years. 

“The theme for my candidacy is ‘Elks Pride—Community Focus,’ and that 
encompasses a lot of different things,” Hicks said when I sat down with him during one of 
his rare days in Fredericksburg. 

To start with, the Elks official who’s been the leader of the local lodge, a state 
president and held various national offices thinks the group needs to do a better job of 
tooting its own horn. 

“The Elks, locally and nationally, do an amazing amount of community service,” he 
noted, programs that range from veterans assistance to student scholarships to helping 
children’s hospitals and the handicapped. 



“Letting the public know more about those can only help the organization and 
hopefully get more people involved,” he said. 

The vice chairman of Jarrell Properties in Fredericksburg practiced law for decades 
and was chairman of the board of Union Bank and Trust from 1987–2003. He noted that 
in his first 20 or so years with the Fredericksburg lodge, the time demands of starting a 
family and a law practice limited the time he had for the Elks. 

He got more involved when an effort was made to build a new local lodge on 
Tidewater Trail in the late ’90s. 

After serving as local lodge president and as a district official, he was on the national 
Elks board of trustees for four years and on the national judiciary committee for three. 

During his time as a national trustee, he was involved in preparing the sale of the 
Elks National Home in Bedford, Va. He wants the national organization to modernize and 
embrace change where it makes sense. 

Hicks was especially proud to have family with him as he took on the top office of 
the Elks. He was nominated at the convention attended by more than 7,000 members by 
his two sons, Joseph and Jason, both of whom have been leaders of the Fredericksburg-
area lodge. 

“Having my family around me made it special,” said Hicks, noting that he was proud 
to share the occasion with his wife, his sons and their families and his 93-year-old father. 
“That made it extra special for me.” 

He noted that running for the office, entertaining members at the convention and 
covering costs not paid for by the national Elks has required considerable fundraising. 

He’s proud to be the first Grand Exalted Ruler to come from Virginia in 60 years, the 
last hailing from Roanoke. 

Educated at Chowan College, Lynchburg College and the University of Richmond 
School of Law, Hicks hopes to grow the charitable effort that amounts to hundreds of 
millions given in dollars, time and expenses annually from the nearly 800,000 members of 
the Elks. 

“It’s going to be interesting,” he said, noting that by year’s end he and Nancy will 
surely become some of the most savvy travelers around. 

And while much of the time in each state will involve conducting Elks business, he 
expects there will be opportunities to do some sightseeing. 

“They usually find time to get us out for a day or so to something unique,” he said. 
“We’re looking forward to that.” 

(Go to http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/columns/local-businessman-to-
spend-year-traveling-country-as-leader-of/article_7fd04368-8ccf-51c6-b61d-
7e17d695f96c.html?showi=fbi for the source of this article) 
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