
 

November 12, 2015 

Fredericksburg 875 News and Photos of Recent Events 
BACK THE BADGE LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION DAY: 

  
Back the Badge Law Enforcement Appreciation Day was held at the Fredericksburg 

Fairgrounds on October 24 and featured face painting and other children’s activities, 
games, food, live music, vendors, as well as guest speaker Senator Bryce Reeves.  Local 
businessman Les Madison came up with the idea for the event which offered free services 
and activities to law enforcement members and their families, to give back to the local 
police departments and sheriff’s offices after receiving support from the police after his 
fifteen year-old son died in an accident.  There were almost 400 officers and family 
members that attended.  There were 92 sponsors for the event and there was a lot of 
support from local businesses, community leaders, and members.  Lodge 875 had the 
newest Drug Awareness trailer at the event to show to the community and to show our 
support for our local law enforcement that we care about them.  About 700 people in all 
attended and each Sheriff from Stafford and Spotsylvania Counties spoke about 
volunteering and how the Elks have supported them in the past and hope that their 
support continues. 

RED RIBBON RALLY: 

The 2015 Red Ribbon Rally was held on October 21, 2015 in the DEA National Office 
Auditorium in Arlington Virginia.  It was in honor of Enrique “Kiki” Camarena and the 
other DEA agents that had died doing their job.  Attending from the Elks were Past Grand 
Exalted Ruler Paul Helsel and Virginia State Drug 
Awareness Committee Chair Pete Decatur and his wife 
Linda.  All the speakers spoke of the hard fight that we 
have to win to save our most precious commodity, our 
children, from the dangers of drug addiction.  The Elks 
are fighting back with their programs and strong love 
for our “KIDS”.   



Here is the Red Ribbon Story:  At 2 p.m. on Thursday, February 7, 1985, Enrique  
“Kiki” Camarena, a Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agent, headed for a 
luncheon date with his wife, Mika.  Kiki had been stationed in Mexico for four and one-
half years and was dangerously close to unlocking a multi-billion-dollar drug pipeline. 

Before Kiki could enter his truck, five men approached and shoved him into a 
vehicle, threw a jacket over his head and sped away.  Camarena’s body was found a 
month later in a shallow grave, 70 miles from Michoacan, Mexico.  He had been tortured, 
beaten and brutally murdered. 

Special Agent Camarena’s death touched the nation deeply.  American felt outraged 
and frustrated that more could not be done to end the brutal violence of the drug war.  
They felt that Camarena’s sacrifice should not be forgotten.  To 
show their respect for his courage and their commitment to take a 
stand against drug abuse, Americans began to wear red ribbons. 

In March 1985, Camarena’s 
Congressman, Duncan Hunter,  and high 
school friend, Henry Lozano, launched 
“Camarena Clubs” in high schools in the 
Imperial Valley of California, Kiki’s home.  
Hundreds of club members pledged to lead 
drug-free lives to honor the sacrifices 
made by Kiki and others on behalf of all Americans. 

Later that summer, parent groups in California, Illinois, and 
Virginia began promoting the wearing of red ribbons nationwide 

during late October. 
In 1988, the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free 

youth coordinated the first National Red Ribbon Week, an 8-day 
celebration proclaimed by the Congress of the United States with  
President and Mrs. Regan serving as honorary chairpersons. 

Today, millions of Americans across the country and around 
the world proudly wear a red ribbon between October 23rd and 
31st to declare their commitment to suffer no more the loss of 
even one of our citizens,-not a youngster, or a loved one, or 
another Enrique Camarena-to drugs. 

NEW DRUG AWARENESS TRAILER: 

Virginia has purchased a new Drug Awareness Program Trailer and it will be housed 
in the North District at the Front Royal Lodge.  We are hoping to add or replace at least 
one new trailer in each District in the near future. 

(Photos below) 



  
DRUG AWARENESS MEETING AT FALL CONVENTION:  October 9, 2015 

There was a drug Awareness seminar at the Fall Convention in Virginia 
Beach with about forty members present from around the state as well as 
our State Sponsor Past Grand Exalted Ruler Ted Hess, our State President Jeff 
Cox, and West Virginia State President Jackie Barlow.  Many new programs 
were discussed as well as all the programs that our Lodges have and 
programs that they want to implement 

 
DD VISIT AND DINNER ON OCTOBER 26, 2015: 

The Fredericksburg 875 DD Visit and PER Dinner turned out great.  
District Deputy Lynn Rutherford Snow and our State President Geoff Cox had 

some encouraging words and praise for our Lodge and Lodge 
Leaders and our PER Association.  The 
lodge was honored to have both Grand 
Exalted Ruler Ron Hicks and Designated 

Candidate for GER Mike Zellen in attendance. There 
were many others from the State that attended also.  

TROLLEY RIDE WITH GER RON HICKS AND INCOMING GER MIKE ZELLER: October 27, 2015 

Fredericksburg, Virginia is America’s most historic city.  We got to enjoy an 
entertaining and informative tour of Fredericksburg aboard the trolley.  We got to learn 
about many famous and interesting people and events that have taken place.  We learned 
a few amusing and not-so-well known facts about the people and places we saw along the 



way.  It was fun experiencing the past, present, and future of our city that is so rich in 
history.   

 
 

   

CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN PARTY AT FREDERICKSBURG 875: 

Fredericksburg 875 held their annual Children’s Halloween Party for the children of 
the community.  The event was held on October 31 from 1 pm to 3 pm.  There was a 
Blacklight Room, games, and snacks for all. 

   
 

   
 

Text by Pete and Linda Decatur,  
Photos by Linda Decatur 
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