
Last year a number of Lodges in Virginia worked on this program.  Talk to your Drug 

Awareness Chair about setting up a collection site at your Lodge.  This is great Public 

Relations for your Lodge and your Community...............Thanks,  Pete 

 

  

 

 

April 6, 2011 Elks Drug Awareness Program 
News Letter  

 

  Dear Pete, 
  
  

As a reminder, the U.S. Department of Justice - Drug 

Enforcement Administration has announced the 2ndNational 

Prescription Drug Take Back Day will be Saturday, April 30, 

2011. For additional information and a list of collection 

sites in your State please go to: 

  

http://www.justice.gov/dea/index.htm 

  

All Lodges, Districts, and State Drug Awareness Programs 

need to get involved with this effort.  Contact your local 

DEA office and give them a list if possible of collections 

sites in your area.  

  

The DEA and ONDCP are sponsoring this together and it is 

VERY important we help with this program. 

  

(See the following News Release for last years collection) 

    

 Kent Gade 
(National Director - Elks Drug Awareness Program) 

  
  

                       Sincerely; 

Kent Gade 

 

Elks Drug Awareness Program has joined forces with the Office of National Drug 

Control Policy (ONDCP) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).  



  
 

  
The Elks Drug Awareness Program has joined forces with the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). 
 
The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), a component 
of the Executive Office of the President, was established by the Anti-Drug Abuse 
Act of 1988. 
 
The principal purpose of ONDCP is to establish policies, priorities, and objectives 
for the Nation's drug control program. The goals of the program are to reduce 
illicit drug use, manufacturing, and trafficking, drug-related crime and violence, 
and drug-related health consequences. To achieve these goals, the Director of 
ONDCP is charged with producing the National Drug Control Strategy. The 
Strategy directs the Nation's anti-drug efforts and establishes a program, a 
budget, and guidelines for cooperation among Federal, State, and local entities. 
 
By law, the Director of ONDCP also evaluates, coordinates, and oversees both the 
international and domestic anti-drug efforts of executive branch agencies and 
ensures that such efforts sustain and complement State and local anti-drug 
activities. The Director advises the President regarding changes in the 
organization, management, budgeting, and personnel of Federal Agencies that 
could affect the Nation's anti-drug efforts; and regarding Federal agency 
compliance with their obligations under the Strategy. 
 
To Learn more about ONDCP visit their web site: 
http://whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/index.html 
 
The mission of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is to enforce the 
controlled substances laws and regulations of the United States and bring to the 
criminal and civil justice system of the United States, or any other competent 
jurisdiction, those organizations and principal members of organizations, 
involved in the growing, manufacture, or distribution of controlled substances 
appearing in or destined for illicit traffic in the United States; and to recommend 
and support non-enforcement programs aimed at reducing the availability of 
illicit controlled substances on the domestic and international markets. 
 
In carrying out its mission as the agency responsible for enforcing the controlled 
substances laws and regulations of the United States, the DEA's primary 
responsibilities include: 
 
Investigation and preparation for the prosecution of major violators of controlled 
substance laws operating at interstate and international levels. Investigation and 
preparation for prosecution of criminals and drug gangs who perpetrate violence 
in our communities and terrorize citizens through fear and intimidation. 
Management of a national drug intelligence program in cooperation with federal, 
state, local, and foreign officials to collect, analyze, and disseminate strategic and 
operational drug intelligence information. Seizure and forfeiture of assets derived 
from, traceable to, or intended to be used for illicit drug trafficking. Enforcement 
of the provisions of the Controlled Substances Act as they pertain to the 
manufacture, distribution, and dispensing of legally produced controlled 
substances. Coordination and cooperation with federal, state and local law 
enforcement officials on mutual drug enforcement efforts and enhancement of 
such efforts through exploitation of potential interstate and international 
investigations beyond local or limited federal jurisdictions and resources. 
Coordination and cooperation with federal, state, and local agencies, and with 
foreign governments, in programs designed to reduce the availability of illicit 
abuse-type drugs on the United States market through nonenforcement methods 
such as crop eradication, crop substitution, and training of foreign officials. 



Responsibility, under the policy guidance of the Secretary of State and U.S. 
Ambassadors, for all programs associated with drug law enforcement 
counterparts in foreign countries. Liaison with the United Nations, Interpol, and 
other organizations on matters relating to international drug control programs. 
 
To learn more about the DEA, visit their web site: 
http://www.justice.gov/dea/index.htm 

 

RESPONDS TO DEA PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK EFFORT 

  
 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The United States Drug Enforcement Administration 
today announced the overwhelmingly successful results of the first-ever national 
prescription drug "Take-Back" campaign. The American public turned in more 
than 242,000 lbs of prescription drugs for safe and proper disposal. More than 
4,000 take back sites were available in all 50 states this past Saturday, and 
Americans responded in huge numbers. 
 
"The Take-Back Campaign was a stunning nationwide success that cleaned out 
more than 121 tons of pills from America's medicine cabinets, a crucial step 
toward reducing the epidemic of prescription drug abuse that is plaguing this 
nation," said DEA Acting Administrator Michele M. Leonhart. "Thanks to our 
state and local law enforcement and community partners-and the public-we not 
only removed these dangerous drugs from our homes, but also educated 
countless thousands of concerned citizens about the dangers of drug abuse." 
 
Congress cleared legislation for the President on Wednesday that will allow DEA 
to create a framework for a permanent solution for prescription drug disposal. 
Currently, there are no legal means to transfer possession of certain prescription 
drugs for disposal. Until permanent regulations are in place, however, DEA will 
continue to hold one-day take-back programs. 
 
"I applaud Congress for recognizing the magnitude of this threat to public health 
and safety and passing the Secure and Responsible Drug Disposal Act of 2010, 
which will provide Americans with safe, environmentally sound ways to dispose 
of unused or expired prescription drugs," said Leonhart. 
 
"I commend the DEA under Acting Administrator Leonhart's leadership for its 
efforts in coordinating this important nationwide prescription drug take-back 
effort" said Office of National Drug Control Policy Director Kerlikowske. "More 
than 70 percent of people who abuse prescription drugs get them from friends or 
family - often from the home medicine cabinet. Expanding take-back efforts 
nationwide is a key strategy in preventing prescription drug diversion and abuse, 
while safeguarding the environment." 
 
"The International Association of Chiefs of Police is proud of the success of this 
very important initiative and the level of participation from so many law 
enforcement agencies around the country," said IACP President Michael Carroll. 
"The IACP fully supports this take back effort because expired, unused or 
unwanted controlled substances in the home represent a potential source of 
supply for the increasing abuse of pharmaceutical drugs in the United States and 
pose an unacceptable risk to public health and safety." 
 
DEA and other law enforcement working at disposal sites around the country 
reported huge turnouts of people ridding their medicine cabinets of unused or 
unwanted drugs. For example, in Troy, Missouri, a man literally brought his 
kitchen drawer full of medication to the collection site to empty. At another site 



in Jacksonville, Ill., a woman brought in nearly 50 years' worth of medicines for 
disposal. 
 
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. More than 
seven million Americans abuse prescription drugs, according to the 2009 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health. And every day, on average, 2,500 teens use them to get 
high for the first time, according to the Partnership for a Drug-Free America. 
Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from 
family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. 
 
Other participants in this initiative include the Partnership for a Drug-Free 
America; the International Association of Chiefs of Police; the National 
Association of Attorneys General; the National Association of Boards of 
Pharmacy; the Federation of State Medical Boards; and the National District 
Attorneys Association 

  

 
 

 


