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Charlottesville celebrates Flag Day throughout the years 
Today is Flag Day. June 14 has been 

recognized as Flag Day since the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks designated the day in 
1907. The Elks observance prompted President 
Woodrow Wilson to officially recognize the day in 
1916, and National Flag day was established by an 
act of Congress in 1949. Charlottesville has 
participated in the observance throughout its 
history. 

In 1923, “A rare June night, the melody of 
well-loved music and the advance notices of a 
carefully arranged patriotic program, drew a large 
audience of citizens to enjoy the Annual Flag Day 
Services staged at Jackson Park, by Charlottesville 
Lodge, No. 389, P.B.O. Elks. While the great audience stood with uncovered heads during 
the rendering of the Star-Spangled Banner, the local fire company lifted a large flag 65 feet 
into the air by means of its hook and ladder apparatus, which spot lights from the fire truck 
and the roof of the Elks Home so illuminated that its colors stood out brilliantly against the 
background of darkness.” 

In 2001, while still in the shadows of the 9/11 attacks, a move was afoot to move Flag 
Day from June 14 to Sept. 11 in hopes to revive the respect and patriotism associated with 
Old Glory. A Daily Progress editorial noted: “The day we honor it should reflect the depth 
of feeling and the meaning of common glory that forever fell into our flag on the day four 
hijacked airliners were thrown at or symbols. America’s common fabric strengthened that 
day. America’s desire to heal and preserve and reach out and comfort came forward that 
day. America’s national spirit and all her strengths were reaffirmed on a day that we should 
proudly show off her unmistakable symbol of love, unity and resolve. Let us proudly display 
the flag on a day that its beauty will forever shine as brightly as the spirit of all who gave 
and were taken from us that day.” 

(Text and photo above courtesy of http://www.dailyprogress.com) 
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