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November 11, 2015 

Arlington-Fairfax 2188 News of Recent Oct Nov Lodge Events 
Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Delivers Frozen Food to Reagan National Airport USO 

Arlington-Fairfax Lodge made two frozen food deliveries to the Reagan 
National Airport USO facility in October.  On October 9, 
Lodge Veterans Committee member Linda Gardner 
purchased and delivered eleven boxes of frozen 
sandwiches to the Reagan National Airport USO facility.  
On October 23, 2015, PER Patti Graves purchased and 
delivered eleven boxes of frozen sandwiches to the 
Reagan National Airport USO facility.   

Pictured is USO volunteer Michael accepting the 
October 9 delivery and USO volunteer Jerry and PER Patti 
Graves accepting the October 23 delivery.  Both 
volunteers asked that their appreciation be shared with 
Lodge 2188 members who make The frozen food 
deliveries for the USO are an on-going program that is 
made possible by monetary donations from many Lodge 
2188 caring members.  This program fills the USO freezer 
storage and provides meals or hearty snacks for the 
military and veterans who stop by the Reagan National 
Airport USO Lounge while waiting for their flight connections.   

Frozen food deliveries to the Reagan Airport USO facility are scheduled 
for November 6 and 20, 2015.   

Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Visits Martinsburg VA Hospital, 
On October 30, 2015 

.Veterans Committee 
members Linda Gardner, 
Betty Kuennen, Dale and 
Donna Crisp, PER Patti 
Graves and Knights of 
Columbus members Dick 
Owen and Carroll Glass made the quarterly visit to the Martinsburg VA 



Hospital to entertain the veteran patients with bingo games. 
Sixty five patients and one service dog, a sweet Pomeranian 
named Dum Dum, joined us and enjoyed our visit. 

All patients received two books of canteen tickets as a 
thank you for joining us for the evening and the KofC provided 
canteen coupon books for prizes.  Elks Lodge volunteers 

donated back scratchers and decks of cards.  The Knights also donated a 
“boom” box that was given out as a door prize for one lucky winner.   

The quarterly visits to the VA Hospital in Martinsburg are part of the 
ongoing Elks Lodge 2188 Veterans Committee activities.  

Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 Annual Veterans Day Program 
Arlington-Fairfax 2188 hosted their annual Veterans Day Program on 

Sunday, November 1, 2015. Approximately 125 guests attended and included 
veterans from the VA Hospital in Martinsburg, West Virginia; wounded 
warriors from Ft. Belvoir; members of the Kings Park Band; Lodge members; 
and guests.  The program began with opening remarks by the Lodge Veterans 

Co-Chair Ken Hensley; an opening 
prayer and Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Board of Trustees Member Gary 
Indre; and welcoming remarks by 

Exalted Ruler Brenda Slingerland. 
Guests enjoyed musical 
entertainment by the Kings Park Band.   

The guest speaker for this year’s program was Rear 
Admiral Donna L. Crisp, Ret.  Donna is a Lodge 2188 member 
and active participant in the Veterans Committee.  She began 
her military career in 1974 as an Ensign in Officer Candidate 
School in Newport, Rhode Island.  She enjoyed an illustrious 
career in the Navy and retired after 35 years of military 
service.  Donna was a Master Training Specialist and Secretary 

of Defense Reengineering Excellence award recipient. Her personal 
decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal with one oak leaf 
cluster, Legion of Merit with three gold stars, the Meritorious Service Medal 
with two gold stars, the Navy Commendation Medal, the Navy Achievement 



Medal, and various other unit and service medals.  Donna shared some of her 
experiences as the Commander of the Joint Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 
(POW/MIA) Accounting Command.  Donna gave a very informative and 
moving presentation “Until They are Home” detailing the discovery and 
identification process of former POW/MIA remains.   

The program concluded with a buffet dinner of fried chicken, pulled pork, 
salad, vegetables, rolls and dessert, a special cake honoring the Band’s 50th 
anniversary.  Our veteran guests were delighted with the program and menu 
choices. Several went around the room thanking the Lodge members for 
inviting them to this program.  One guest from Martinsburg stated “the pulled 
pork was worth the whole trip!”  Guests from Fort Belvoir expressed their 
gratitude and how they felt to be included in our tribute to American’s military 
and veterans.   

The veterans were given handmade scarves donated 
by Heart to Hand Knit and Crochet for Charity members, 
Elk members, and friends of the Elks.  The scarf 
donations originated with Elk member Carol Towse five 
years ago and have become a traditional part of our 
Veterans Day gift to the veteran guests.   

It was a perfect tribute of honor and respect to America’s military. 
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