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Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Holds Fourth Annual Children’s Fair 
Arlington-Fairfax 2188 makes 

kids happy with their Beacon 
Grant award! Lodge 2188 received 
a $2,000 Beacon Grant for the 
fourth year in a row. We used the 
funds for our annual ongoing 

charitable project - the Fourth Annual Children's Fair. 
We invited youth from four community organizations 

that service underprivileged 
children and included their 
families. This year's fair focus was "Creativity." 

The afternoon started with a 
"picnic-style" lunch and a sundae 
bar that was served by members 
of our lodge auxiliary. This was 
followed by an interactive puppet 
show that had the 
children - and adults - 
clapping and stomping 
along. The children then 

went downstairs to a room filled with many and varied craft items. Oh, 
the creative items the children 
made with them - and the smiles 
and laughter!!! Lodge members 
assisted the children with gluing, 
cutting, and ideas. Elroy the Elk 
(Laurie Fearis) was a hit with the 
children and distributed Drug 



Awareness coloring books and crayons.  
Firefighters from Fairfax Fire 

Department Station Thirty joined us and 
helped the children climb on to the trucks, 
see how they work, and even receive a 
plastic fire helmet of their own. The Fairfax 
County Sheriff's Department made child ID 
cards with photo and 
fingerprints - using quick, 
clean, inkless technology - 
that gives authorities vital 

information to help them locate a missing child.  
As each child left they were given a backpack and a pre-paid $25 

gift card for Payless Shoe Source for new shoes. 
Lodge member donations of craft supplies, games 
and school supplies enabled each backpack to 
contain "goodies" as well.  

Thanks to the many members 
who contributed additional 
donations for the event and 
helped to prepare for the day as 
well as play and create alongside 
each child! We are pleased to say 
that this was once again a very worthwhile 
charitable endeavor not only for the children and 

their familes but also for the smiles they brought to the members of 
Arlington-Fairfax 2188!  
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