
July 23, 2015  

Arlington-Fairfax 2188 Holds Children’s Fair for Locals  
Arlington-Fairfax 2188 utilized its 

Beacon Grant to hold our Third Annual 
Children's Fair on Sunday, July 19th. Fifty
-seven children from five local commu-
nity organizations attended with their 
parents and sponsors. 

The festivities started with a puppet 
show presented by Blue Sky Puppeteers. 
The show was followed by a barbeque 
chicken lunch and an ice cream bar cour-
tesy of the Elks Auxiliary and served by 
Auxiliary members. The children loved 
the array of toppings and home-baked 
cookies. 

Next was play time - games inside 
and out, as well as inspecting the fire 
truck and ambulance staffed by mem-
bers of the Fairfax County Fire Depart-
ment.  One funny incident - the firemen 
called all the children together outside 
to watch a demonstration of them rais-
ing the ladders on the truck. Lo and be-
hold - didn't they get a fire call just as 
the children assembled! They were 
thrilled instead to watch the firemen suit 
up, turn on the lights and sirens and 
zoom out of the parking lot to answer 
the call.  

Of course - Elroy joined us and dis-
tributed Drug Awareness coloring books, 
posed for pictures and gave out many, 
many hugs and high-fives. Members of 



the Fairfax County Sheriff's department 
made ID cards for all the children that in-
cluded their fingerprints and vital statis-
tics for record in case the information 
was needed in any emergency situation.  

The children enjoyed face painting 
(and - for a few - arms and legs painting) 
and PER Ken Hensley entertained with 
banjo music. Members joined the kids in 
badminton, corn hole, and many other 
games. Sunday's high temperatures pre-
cluded a lot of outside time.  

As each child left they were given 
sport-packs with a 2188 logo designed 
by member and PER Steve Thiebaut as 
well as pre-paid $20 gift cards from Pay-
less Shoe Source to get new shoes for 
the upcoming school year. Lodge 2188 
members donated assorted school sup-
plies, books, crayons, stuffed animals, 
etc. for inclusion in the bags as well.  

Ending the day with so many hugs, 
thank yous and smiling faces were the 
members’ rewards for participation in 
another fulfilling event for families of 
our community!  
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