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2014 Fall Convention, Virginia Beach, VA 
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Message 

Follow the statutes to a successful Lodge 
This is a simple reminder that when we were initiated as Elks we each took a 

solemn oath called the Obligation.  We all took the same oath as there is no short form 

of the Obligation.  At the beginning of this oath, in fact the second paragraph, we each 

swore to “support the Constitution, and obey the Statutes, rules and regulations of this 

Order…”  As long as you “obey the Statutes” you are in a safe harbor, free from discipline 

or chastisement.  Additionally, every serving Officer doubled up by solemnly promising at 

his installation to office to “conform with and maintain the Constitution, Statutes, rules 

and regulations of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of 

America…”   

Lodges have a large degree of independence and sovereignty but each and every Lodge must adhere to a basic 

structure and rules that are specified in the Statutes.  Our Statutes are not laid down as tablets of stone but are adjusted 

every year by the delegates to the Grand Lodge Sessions.  Thus, the Statutes are adjusted to the evolution of our society 

and culture.  

Every Member has the opportunity to initiate a change to the Statutes.  The procedure for changing them must 

be strictly adhered to and also must receive the approval of a majority of the delegates at a Grand Lodge Session.   

Truthfulness and adherence to our self-made laws is represented by the principle station of each Local Lodge – 

the station of the Exalted Ruler. In fact one of the few express statutory duties is to “enforce the Laws of the Order.”  

Enjoy Columbus Day this month and have a safe and Happy Halloween. 

P.S. Be sure to carry a tri-fold membership application – you never know when you might need it ... and thank 

you for Elevating America. 

John D. Amen 

Grand Exalted Ruler 



Sponsor’s Message 

Many of the Lodges in Virginia do a good job of initiating new members.  Where 

we often fall down, however, is retaining them as active members.  They walk through 

the Ritual of Initiation with glazed eyes.  They are perhaps warned at an Indoctrination 

Session that they will only get out of it what they put into it. 

If they return to another meeting, are they made to feel welcome in your Lodge 

or do they  listen to the minutes, hear about bills against the Lodge and then go out the 

door with the others hurrying home?  If this represents the extent of your commitment 

to new members, chances are you will never see them again.   

We obviously need to do more.  A birthday card or a birthday phone call goes a long way.  Even more helpful is a 

request to assist with a specific event or project at the Lodge.  Do you ever call a new member to see if he or she would 

like to help serve at the family picnic?  Help tend bar at a party to watch a UVA or Virginia Tech football game?  Do you 

ever invite them to come to the Lodge to help judge Elks scholarship applications?   

One thing we have learned the hard way is that none of our inactive members are going to come forward and 

volunteer to assist unless asked.  Whose duty is it to do the asking?  Just look in the mirror.  It’s up to each of you, as 

well as to me.  So let’s get to work!   

Lester C. Hess, Jr. 

Virginia Sponsor 

 
President’s Message 

I am truly honored to be your State President of the Virginia Elks Association.  

Membership and Community Involvement will be my main focus for this year.  As Elks, 

we need to sell Elkdom to prospective new members, and what better place to do this 

than at one of your charity events.  Membership goes hand in hand with Public 

Relations; if you can show the community the good things your lodge is doing, you will 

have a much easier time gaining new members.  I continue to see on the VEA Website 

some very impressive activities with new members joining our Great Order.  However, 

have we talked to our current members that have not renewed their membership?  We 

need to retain these members, call them, ask them to come out to a meeting or an 

event, and most importantly, make them feel wanted.  Remember, that all members are 

potential sponsors for new recruits. By making your Lodge the place to be, it helps to 

recruit new members.   

We have added a new Committee under the Elks National Foundation.  It is called Grant Coordinator. I would like 

to tell you that Teri Linardich (Southeast District) knows the Grant programs in and out.  Any Lodge Grant Coordinator 

can give her a call and she will be able to help you on the phone or get you the answer.  Teri Linardich has been Virginia 

Beach Lodge 2268’s Grant Coordinator for over six years.   



In closing, I have visited numerous Lodges in the State, and I hope to visit all before my term as State President is 

over.  Please send me an invitation to an event that your Lodge is holding.  This will be a great way for me to meet the 

Best People On Earth.   

Beverly A. Hamby, President 

Virginia Elks Association 

 

Message from Darry Harris 
President, West Virginia Elks Association 

Greetings to the members of the Virginia Elks Association from West Virginia 

Elks.  Tammy and I are well on our way this year in Elkdom and looking forward to 

spending an enjoyable weekend with all the members of the Virginia Elks Association.  

 I have always found that as an Elk, you can never fully appreciate being an Elk 

until you have visited other Elks and come away with something new and more 

knowledge than you started with. I can't think of a better way than visiting another state 

association.  Each state is different in every way but the bottom line is the same ELKS 

CARE-ELKS SHARE.  My Slogan this year is "Elks setting the pace 'POSITIVE ATTITUDES CHANGING ELKDOM'."  Tammy 

and I are looking forward to making new friends this weekend and sharing the joys of Elkdom.   

Fraternally, 

Darry Harris, President 

West Virginia Elks Association 

 
First Vice President’s Message 

I wish to thank the Association members for placing their confidence in me last 

June, when the Association urgently needed to fill a shockingly vacated position. Several 

years ago there were two extraordinary Elks, Frank Poole 

and James Estep, who fought vigorous campaigns to 

become the Virginia Elks Association’s 4th Vice President 

and to represent the North District.  I had the pleasure to consider both of these 

gentlemen my good friends, as well as mentors to me and others during my time as 

Exalted Ruler.  It was an irony and a tragedy that they both passed away before either 

could complete the journey to State President.  I think that either one of them would have been excellent state officers, 

and Frank, the winning candidate, was doing a tremendous job until overcome by illness.  Although greatly saddened by 

the passing of both of these Elk Brothers, I was proud to begin my journey in the State organization when I accepted the 

nomination to 1st Vice President at the Spring Convention in Williamsburg, adding to my duties as District Deputy GER 

Esquire for the North District.  While I cannot replace Frank (or Jim), I hope that I can perform at least half as well as I 

know either Frank or Jim would have. My wife and I look forward to serving you, the Virginia Elks.  

Geoff Cox 

First Vice President 



North District Deputy’s Message 
Although we were installed as District Deputies 

Grand Exalted Ruler back in July in New Orleans, our real 

work only just got started in late August for some, and 

early September for others.  First we hold our District 

Deputy Clinics, and then we begin our visits to each of the 

Lodges in our District. 

The North District’s DD Clinic was held on 

September 7th at Arlington-Fairfax Lodge #2188; we were 

graciously hosted by Exalted Ruler Patti Graves.  There were 42 Elks in attendance, including many distinguished visitors 

including Past Chief Justice of the Grand Forum Robert Goolrick, VEA State President Beverly Hamby, VEA State 

Treasurer Karen Bundy-DeLap, Past Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Steve Culbert, and Past State Presidents Don 

Netschke and Tim Knotts. Karen was also present as my District Auditor, as was Frank Burns, the District Deputy Esquire.  

The invocation and benediction were delivered by Lodge 2188 Chaplain Georgianna Knotts.  The Pledge of Allegiance 

was led by North District Americanism Chair Rose Ward. There were two major presentations, the first being a review of 

the new Grand Exalted Ruler’s Program.  This was followed by a discussion about the Lifecycle of an Elks Lodge.  The 

remainder of the clinic dealt mainly with the reports of the District Committee Chairs about the Elks programs. 

Between now and Thanksgiving, I will be visiting 

each Lodge in the District, accompanied by the DD Esquire 

and District Auditor.  We are there not only to represent 

the GER in inspecting the Lodges’ Programs, Books, and 

Buildings, but more importantly to help Lodges to be 

successful in growing membership, community outreach, 

veteran’s services, and youth activities.  We had a very 

enjoyable visit to Arlington-Fairfax Lodge on September 

10th, and as I write this we are preparing to visit the Front 

Royal Lodge tomorrow night.   

My wife Susan and I had many great experiences at 

the Grand Lodge in New Orleans.  One of the functions we 

attended was a special reception with the Grand Exalted 

Ruler.  We were there with many DDs from around the 

country in the foyer with our spouses, waiting to get into 



the ballroom.  We were starting to feel like cattle when someone realized that the big hold up was due to the reception 

line inside.  So those in our group skipped the reception line and went on into the ballroom to get seats and some food, 

figuring we could get in line to see the GER later.  

After a while my wife Susan went looking for another Elk she had met the night before, to whom she had 

promised a lodge pin.  A few minutes later she returned with a bizarre story.  She had clearly been looking hard for 

somebody around the room. A man approached her and asked if he could help.  She told him she was looking for 

someone from the Colorado Elks to give the pin to.  He didn’t know who or where her target person was, but offered to 

take a picture with her if she would like. This is the picture Susan came back with on her camera! 

Geoff Cox 

North District Deputy 

November is Elks Veterans Remembrance Month 

By ROBERT M. HENNINGS. Commission Director 

Grand Exalted Ruler John D. Amen has proclaimed 

November as Veterans Remembrance Month to encourage 

us to find those veterans of the 22 million living in our 

communities who need our help.   

For Elks, “So long as there are Veterans, the 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget 

them”.  Elks are present in every VA hospital.  We adopt 

veterans (www.Elks.org/Vets/AdoptAVeteran.cfm).  Elks 

support families with our Army of Hope.  We place 

POW/MIA tables in Lodges.  Elks participate in the National 

Veterans History Project (www.loc.gov/vets).  We happily 

distribute Comfort Care Kits.  We do a great deal for our 

Veterans.  To learn more, visit www.Elks.Org.vets/programs.cfm.   

But, more can be done.  The Iraq and Afghanistan Wars have generated more than 2 million young veterans. 

Many have returned home with disabling injuries.  More than 18 percent of new Veterans suffer from Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder, according to a 2008 Rand Corporation study.  These young Veterans and all Veterans and their families 

have sacrificed something for us.  In November, let’s thank our Veterans and remember them in some special way.  It is 

the least we can do.   

Our Veterans are everywhere – in VA hospitals, Veterans homes, in hospices, in our communities – and too many 

are homeless.  Find them, help them, and show how important they are to us and to all the people living in the United 

States.   

If you know of Veterans who may be in difficulty let them or their family know about the Veterans Crisis Line, a 

private chat line sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs, at 1-800-273-8255.   

Finally, should you see someone in a uniform of our Armed Services, please march right up to him or her and say 

“Thank you for your service.  Have a great day!”   

http://www.elks.org/Vets/AdoptAVeteran.cfm
http://www.elks.org.vets/programs.cfm


Virginia Elks Association State Officers, 2014 – 2015 
 

PRESIDENT 
Beverly A. Hamby 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
bevhamby@verizon.net 
 
FIRST VICE – PRESIDENT 
Geoffrey B. Cox-Susan – Loudoun Lodge 2406 
geoff@geoff-cox.com 
 
SECOND VICE - PRESIDENT 
Robert Fender - April 
Galax Lodge 2212 
beanfender@yahoo.com 
 
THIRD VICE - PRESIDENT 
Donald B. White, Jr. – Joanne 
Richmond Lodge 45 
donniewhite55@yahoo.com 
 
FOURTH VICE – PRESIDENT 
Paul C. Shoemaker – Bonnie 
Virginia Beach 2268 
paul.shoemaker@navy.mil or 
paulshoemaker@verizon.net 
 
SECRETARY 
Horace E. Jones, Jr. – Sally 
Staunton Lodge 351 
hejones1934@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Karen Bundy- DeLap – Don 
Alexandria Lodge 758 
DancinKaren@gmail.com 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Lynn Rutherford Snow – Jimmy 
Charlottesville Lodge 389 
jlsnow81305@earthlink.net 
 
TILER 
Timothy J. Miller – Iva 
Hampton Lodge 366  
tmiller1133@cox.net  
 
SERGEANT–AT-ARMS 
Stephen D. Moulton 
Portsmouth-Chesapeake Lodge 82 

moultons@mindspring.Com 
 
INNER GUARD 
Neal McCubbins 
Martinsville Lodge 1752 
nealmc88@hotmail.com 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington-Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENTIAL AIDES 
Paul and Bonnie Shoemaker 
Virginia Beach Lodge 2268 
Paul.shoemaker@navy.mil  or 
paulshoemaker@verizon.net 
Bshoe58@verizon.net 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR 
Joseph E. Hicks - Shannon 
Fredericksburg 875 
jehicks0791@yahoo.com 
 
TRUSTEE – ONE YEAR - CHAIRMAN 
Ronald L. Hicks – Nancy 
Fredericksburg Lodge 875 
RHicks46@aol.com 
 
TRUSTEE – TWO YEARS 
James M. Powell – Leah 
Suffolk Lodge 685 
jmpowellsra@verizon.net 
 
TRUSTEE – THREE YEARS 
Timothy E. Knotts – Georgianna 
Arlington- Fairfax Lodge 2188 
elktim@gmail.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FOUR YEARS 
Darryl Myers – Karen 
Danville Lodge 227 
dtm@chatmosscable.com 
 
TRUSTEE – FIVE YEARS  
Richard F. Stroop – Carolyn 
Harrisonburg Lodge 450 
Rstroop@aol.com 

 

mailto:Paul.shoemaker@navy.mil


Virginia Elks Association 

October 9, 10, and 11, 2014 

Virginia Beach, Virginia   

Schedule of Events 
 

Thursday, October 9 – Registration open 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. (2nd Floor Balcony) 
 

2:00    Trustees Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:30   PSPs Meeting – Mariner A (casual) 
 

Friday, October 10 – Registration open 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

8:30 a.m.  Shot Gun Start, Golf NAS  Oceana Aeropines Golf Club 
 

11:45 – 2:00  DDs & DD Esquires Lunch Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

2:00   Vice Presidents Meeting w/PGER Hess – Mariner A (casual) 
 

3:00   Drug Awareness Program – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

4:00   Youth Camp Meeting – Cape Charles A (casual) 
 

6:00   PSP Cocktail Hour – Mr. Hess’s Room (530) (coat & tie) 
 

7:00   PSP Dinner – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

Saturday, October 11 – Registration open 7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

7:30   PER/ER Breakfast Buffet – James Room 
 

9:00   Business Session – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

9:00   Ladies Breakfast/Entertainment – Mariner Room  
 

1:00   VEA Luncheon Buffet - Meeting & Awards - Atlantic Ballroom 

   (Request Hospitality rooms be closed until 3:00) 
 

3:30   Eleven O’clock Toast Contest – Cape Charles & False Cape 
 

7:00 – 7:45  President’s Reception (invitation only) – Mariner Room (coat & tie) 
 

8:00 – 11:00  Dance Party – Atlantic Ballroom (not determined yet) 
 

9:00   Announce Toast Contest Winners – Atlantic Ballroom 
 

11:00   Eleven O’clock Toast – Atlantic Ballroom (for all who wish to attend) 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the dress for all of the above is business casual – No T-shirts, tank tops, 

jeans, or shorts.  Coat and/or tie are optional. 
 

Please wear your convention badge at all times while in the hotel. 



 

Oceanfront Vacation at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel provides the perfect location and amenities for a memorable 

Virginia Beach vacation.  Situated on the north end of the beach just blocks from the Boardwalk, the Wyndham Virginia 
Beach Oceanfront hotel offers on-site entertainment along with access to countless attractions that make it the ideal 
setting for family fun.  From a day spent enjoying the natural beauty at First Landing State Park to a stroll on the 
Boardwalk or a marine adventure at Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach provides the perfect blend of excitement and 
relaxation the whole family will enjoy.   

On-site entertainment is endless at the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel.  Guests can spend the entire 
day relaxing on the semi-private beach or cooling off with a swim in the indoor pool.   If the weather is not cooperating, 
the hotel also features an arcade-style game room as well as a fitness center for those that wish to stick to a routine.  
After enjoying dinner at the Surf Club Ocean Grill on-site at the hotel, families can take advantage of the free shuttle to 
the Boardwalk, where they can enjoy an evening of excitement and entertainment.   

The Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel features 244 guestrooms, with 166 oceanfront options available, 
boasting the most direct ocean views in Virginia Beach.  Guests can delight in cool sea breezes from their private 
balcony or patio opening to our semi-private beach.  All of the guestrooms at the hotel feature free Wi-Fi, a refrigerator, 
coffeemaker and flat-screen TVs.  For guests that want a little more space, the one and two bedroom suites as well as 
the Jacuzzi king rooms offer sweeping views of the shoreline, along with some extra room for the whole family to relax 
after a great day at the beach.   

The stunning scenery of the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel makes it a great option for a meeting or 
event.  From a 5,128 square foot ballroom to a 2,000 square foot outdoor oceanfront patio, the hotel can accommodate 
groups up to 550 people.  The hotel also provides the perfect setting for an oceanfront wedding, offering everything 
from exquisite catering options to personalized event services.   

Family-Friendly Fun at Virginia Beach 
While there are certainly plenty of on-site activities to keep the family entertained, Virginia Beach offers a 

wealth of entertainment options that guests are sure to enjoy.  Imaginations run wild at the Virginia Aquarium, where 
guests come face-to-face with marine life through interactive exhibits as well as an IMAX Theatre.  Guests looking to 
experience the Chesapeake Bay will enjoy spending the day at First Landing State Park, which offers boating, swimming, 
hiking, biking and picnicking.  For entertainment at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, visit Beach Street USA, providing 
family-friendly entertainment such as street performers, fireworks and outdoor concerts.   

Even if the weather is not perfect, Virginia Beach still offers plenty of indoor options to help families pass the 
time when they are not on the beach.  Visitors can spend the day shopping at Lynnhaven Mall, one of the largest malls 
on the East Coast, or enjoy a classic game of tag at Laser Quest.  The adventure continues at Virginia Beach Rock Gym, a 
state-of-the-art climbing facility for climbers of all ages.  With live animal habitats that include an alligator swamp and 
Aviary, the Virginia Living Museum in nearby Newport News is an excellent option for a day trip. 

 



 

Things to Do Near the Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel 
The following lists provide an overview of local attractions and destinations close to this property. 
 

Arts & Cultural 
Farm Bureau Live at Virginia Beach  A 20,000 seat outdoor concert venue that has served as host to concerts by the 
Dave Matthews Band, Fuel and numerous music festivals. 
Naval Aviation Monument  The Naval Aviation Monument depicts three historic eras in naval aviation, representing the 
culmination of an eight-year undertaking by NAF's Hampton Roads Squadron. 
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art  Explore drawing, painting, ceramics, photography or crafts at the Virginia 
Museum of Contemporary Art, which offers instructional art classes for all ages. 
 

Points of Interest 
Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge  Contains over 9,250 acres with habitats that include beach, dunes, woodland, farm 
fields and marsh with scenic trails and group educational opportunities.  
False Cape State Park  Six miles of unspoiled beaches in an ocean-to-freshwater bay habitat. The park boasts over 300 
species of nesting and migratory songbirds, shorebirds, ducks, otters, white-tailed deer, red fox, loggerhead turtles and 
more. 
First Landing State Park  A 2,888-acre park featuring 1.25 miles of beach front and over 19 miles of hiking trails through 
protected salt marsh habitat, freshwater ponds, beach, dunes, forest, tidal marsh and cypress swamp.  
Naval Air Station Oceana  Enjoy a memorable, close-up tour of the US Navy's Master Jet Base, home to almost 300 F/A 
18 Hornet and Super Hornet strike fighter jets.  
Virginia Aquarium and Marine Science Center  An aquarium and marine science museum with exhibits contained in 
over 800,000 gallons of fresh and saltwater displays. The two main exhibits include the Bay and Ocean Pavilion along 
with the Marsh Pavilion.  
Virginia Beach Boardwalk  A three mile esplanade lined with restaurants and amusement options. Guests can enjoy a 
ride on the ferris wheel or even participate in The Virginia Legends Walk, a tour offering information about the state's 
most famous citizens.  

 

Shopping 
Lynnhaven Mall  A popular shopping mall with hundreds of retail stores along with restaurants, a movie theater, a 
carousel and children's play area. 
The Shops at Hilltop  Located just five minutes from the ocean, The Shops At Hilltop is the premier shopping destination 
in Virginia Beach with a fascinating mix of boutiques, specialty stores and restaurants.  

Sports & Entertainment 
American Indoor Karting  Every day is race day at this state-of-the-art European racing complex with professionally 
designed road courses that provide action packed speeds and thrills. 
Laser Quest  Laser Tag comes alive at this multi-level arena featuring specialty lighting, swirling fog and heart-pounding 
music.  
Ocean Breeze Waterpark  Offers 16 waterslides, a wave pool, the Buccaneer Bay Water Playground and other 
attractions such as private poolside cabanas and the Island Trader Gift Shop. 
Virginia Beach Rock Gym  A state-of-the-art climbing facility with a climbing tower, boulders and a pro shop. Guests can 
climb the 32-foot Main Wall, a rugged textured surface with realistic edges and corners.  
Virginia Beach Sportsplex  The Virginia Beach Sportsplex consists of the Sportsplex Stadium, the Sportsplex National 
Training Center, the Sportsplex Criterium and numerous athletic fields that host professional sports, training camps and 
parties.  



 



 



 



 
 

VIRGINIA ELKS HOOP SHOOT PROGRAM 
 

All of our Local Directors for the State of Virginia should have received their Hoop Shoot 
packets by now.  The Hoop Shoot Kits were sent to ALL lodges in July to the ATTN of Director OR 
Youth Chair.  Let me know your DATES for your LOCAL contests so we can publish on our Web.  Here 
is the list of very important dates to plan your Local contest: 

 

 CENTRAL DISTRICT               ~ Sunday, February 1, 2015 

 NORTH DISTRICT                    ~ Sunday, January 18, 2015 

 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT          ~ Sunday, January 18, 2015 

 SOUTHWEST DISTRICT         ~ Saturday, January 24, 2015 

 VIRGINIA STATE CONTEST ~ Sunday, February 8, 2015  
           Charlottesville, VA ~ Snow Date February 15, 2015 

 REGIONAL CONTEST             ~ Saturday, March 14, 2015 
           Frederick, MD ~ Snow Date March 21, 2015 

 NATIONAL CONTEST             ~ April 16 – April 18, 2015 
            Springfield, MA                        (Contest Sat April 18, 2015) 
 

Hopefully each Director is busy working on their upcoming Local contest.  If I can assist in any 
way possible, please contact me ASAP.  Local contests can be held from November 2014 to the first 
part of January 2015.  Make sure you allow enough time between your Local contest and District 
contest in case of inclement weather.  All District Directors should have their District contest info to 
the Local Directors prior to their Local contest.  This info should be given to the parents of the Local 
winners.  I’ll have my State contest info to my District Directors prior to your District contest.   

 

The State of Virginia was represented by Sophia Palladino (Bedford # 2844) and Justice Kidwell 
(Fredericksburg # 875) at the National Contest this past April!  Sophia won the National 
Championship in the 12-13 Girls age division.  Might I add this is her fourth straight year representing 
Virginia at National’s!  Justice placed 7th in the 12-13 Boys age division.  Both have ONE more year of 
eligibility to compete.  

 

I cannot say enough about our many Elk members and volunteers who work from the local 
level to our State level each year.  Because of your devotion to our Order of Elkdom, I look forward 
to having another successful year as your Virginia State Hoop Shoot Director!  I have great faith in 
our Order of Elkdom and with all of us working together, we can accomplish great things.  May God 
continue to richly bless our Great Order of Elkdom!  

 

Fraternally,    
Mrs. Lynn Rutherford-Snow, PER ~ VIRGINIA State Hoop Shoot Director 
Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net       Home 434.823.1013     Cell 434.953.7072 

mailto:Jlsnow81305@earthlink.net


 
 

VIRGINIA ELKS FUND AWARDS PLEDGE FULFILLERS 
 

The VEA capital campaign “STRENGTHENING OUR 
FOUNDATION, PRESERVING OUR FUTURE” continues, 
please join us as we celebrate our accomplishments as 
members of the Virginia Elks Association which is 
dedicated to giving towards preserving the future of our 
charitable programs.  The total amount of pledges as of 
September, 2014 is $12,183.50.  The total donations 
received is $4,333.50. 

During the Fall Convention in Virginia Beach, we 
will be awarding the new VEF pins to deserving pledge 
fulfillers.  The Purple and Gold pin is for our highest 
pledge level:  The $1000 Founding Member.  The Blue 
and Bronze pin is for the $500 Benefactors, and the 
Yellow and Brass pin is for the $100 Full Members.  
Donations at any level are accepted. 

Information about the Virginia Elks Fund is 
available online.  The web site includes the updated pledge form.  Please visit 
www.virginiaelksfund.org and click on the “Donate” tab.  From there you can download 
the pledge form.  You can also find a link to this site at the top of the VEA State Website.  
The completed form plus your initial donation should be sent to the Virginia Elks State 
Secretary at the indicated address. 

 
The Virginia Elks Fund Website 

http://www.virginiaelksfund.org/


Once you make a pledge to the Virginia Elks Form, you can check the status of your 
donations online.  Please visit www.virginiaelksfund.org and then click on the “Donors” 
tab. From there you can click on the “Donor Information” link. This takes you to another 
secure page. If you do not remember your login name and password, please contact me 
(the VEF webmaster) at geoff@geoff-cox.com to reset your credentials.  
 

 
The Donor Information Page 

 
The goal of this program is to invest our funds and grow to the point that we can support 
our major projects with interest income alone, while continuing to grow the capital of the 
Virginia Elks Fund.  The Fund is a qualified IRS Section 501(c)(3) charitable corporation. So, 
not only can you deduct your donation at tax time, many employers have donation 
matching programs that can double the value of your contribution to the fund. We 
challenge every Exalted Ruler in Virginia to join us by making a pledge. Please help us 
ensure the ongoing funding of our current and future Virginia Elks Major Projects! 
 
Geoff Cox 
State Chairman, VEA Charitable Trust Fund Committee 

 

http://www.virginiaelksfund.org/
mailto:geoff@geoff-cox.com


 
Growing the Elks Family Tree—The 2015 ENF Scholarship Contests Kick Off 

The Elks family tree is rooted in service.  By engaging Elks scholars through service this year, the 
Elks family tree will flourish.   

The Elks National Foundation awards Most Valuable Student scholarships of up to $50,000 to 
500 high school seniors who demonstrate scholarship, leadership and financial need.  With similar 
passions as the Elks, MVS scholars help the Elks family grow in service.  Nationally, about 27 percent of 
teens volunteer, while 100 percent of MVS scholars engaged in community service in high school.   

The ENF also awards $4,000 Legacy Awards to 250 high school seniors who are the children or 
grandchildren of Elks in good standing.  New this year, Legacy Awards recipients will engage in service 
with the Elks to receive the following year’s scholarship funds.   

Elks scholars’ desire to serve offers Lodges a great opportunity to form personal relationships 
with these scholars.  Look at Most Valuable Student scholar Macy Warburton.  After receiving her 
scholarship in 2010, Macy started volunteering with the Elks Hoop Shoot.  Her involvement with the 
Hoop Shoot led her to join the Elks earlier this year.   

Volunteering at the Hoop Shoot is a bonus of being an Elks scholar,” says Macy.  “It’s what has 
bridged the gap between being a scholarship recipient and being an Elks member.”   

For more on Macy and other Elks scholars who have joined the Elks, visit 
www.youtube.com/user/ElksNationalFndn to watch Join., a short video about what inspired them to 
become members.   

Rebounding at a Hoop Shoot contest is only one of endless possibilities for Elks scholars to 
actively serve with Lodges.  Invite Elks scholars to help judge scholarship applications, visit a veterans’ 
hospital, or lend a hand with an ENF Lodge grant project.   

Don’t wait to grow the Elks family tree.  A new class of scholars will be coming through your 
Lodge soon.  Starting September 1, Most Valuable Student and Legacy Awards scholarship applications 
will be available online for graduating high school seniors wishing to pursue a college education.  

For more information on ENF scholarships, including applications, visit 
www.elks.org/enf/scholars/, or contact the ENF scholarship office at 773/755-4732 or at 
scholarship@elks.org.  

Helping Elks Build Stronger Communities 
 

A 501(c)(3) public charity, the Elks National Foundation helps Elks build stronger communities through programs that support 
youth, serve veterans, and meet needs in areas where Elks live and work. 
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