
 

‘Community Focus’ will put a ‘face’ on our Lodges 

I offer my sincere thanks and appreciation for the faith and trust you have placed in me to serve 

as your Grand Exalted Ruler. It is indeed my honor and privilege to accept this role and my desire to 

show that your confidence has not been misplaced. As Nancy and I travel our great country, visit your 

Lodges, and attend your State Association meetings, we know we will be inspired to hear about your 

many acts of kindness, charity and brotherly love. It is our hope that we can return the favor by 

inspiring you to build on those endeavors in order to accomplish even more in the name of Elkdom.  

“Elks Pride – Community Focus” is my theme for the year. It speaks to our responsibility to each 

other and to our obligation to the communities we serve.  

Elks Pride” is the expression of our dignity, joy and self-respect. It begins with each of us and is 

driven by a positive attitude and a “can-do” spirit, and heightened by the Members around us who 

share our thoughts, vision and values. Elks Pride helps us to realize our potential, develop healthy 

relationships within our Lodges, and increases the desire to do more and better for our Members and 

for the people we serve.  

“Community Focus” is the emphasis we place on the concern, commitment and benefit of 

Elkdom to our communities, and it can be greatly enhanced when supported and promoted through 

“Elks Pride.” Service to our communities is a responsibility we all share, and it should be a priority for 

every Lodge. We offer great appeal to those who know who we are and what we do as Elks!  

By strengthening our “Community Focus,” we introduce our friends and neighbors to more and 

more of our good works, share the Pride that comes with being an Elk, and prove ourselves to be a 

reliable partner for the community. A strong “Community Focus” will draw the community to you, put 

a “face” on your Lodge, and create awareness and interest in your Lodge and Elkdom. Can everyone 

say “Membership”?  

There are so many ways to develop and promote “Elks Pride and Community Focus.” As Nancy 

and I visit with you during the year, we look forward to discussing them with you and sharing your 

ideas. Thanks again for the trust you have placed in us and may God bless you all. 


