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ACCEPTANCE:    

 Thank you very much Grand Exalted Ruler Millard.  I have 

pondered for the past twelve months how it would finally feel 

when I got up here.  WOW!  Now I know.  Thank you all! 

 Words are inadequate to express my deep feelings at a time 

like this but I will do my best.  With a great sense of 

anticipation, excitement and humility at this 150th session of 

the Grand Lodge I accept the office of Grand Exalted Ruler, 

National President, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 

Elks of the United States of America for the year 2014-2015.  I 

pledge and promise my best efforts to fulfill the duties of this 

high office.  May each of you in your own way join me in asking 

God to grant us the strength and wisdom to lead this great Order 

to new levels of excellence.  

 Please allow me to take a few moments to recognize and 

thank some wonderful people who have been so important to my 

service in this great Order.  I am grateful to the Past Grand 

Exalted Rulers for their support, wise counsel and guidance over 

the years of my association with them.  They and their ladies 

have been very kind to Marcia and I; their friendship has meant 

so very much to us. 

 To my Sponsor, Past Grand Exalted Ruler Dwayne Rumney, go 

my sincere thanks for your understanding, caring and mentoring.  

Marcia and I will forever be indebted to you and your lovely 

wife, Sandy, for your guidance and time; and the wise counsel 

you have contributed to this great moment. 

 Past Grand Exalted Rulers Varenhorst and True, and their 

fellow members of the Programs committee have my sincere thanks 

for their invaluable aid in my preparations for the coming year.  

Assuming the duties of the Office of Grand Exalted Ruler would 

not be possible without their help. 

 Every Grand Exalted Ruler places his own imprint on the 

office in the year in which he serves.  Millard C. Pickering 

will be long remembered for his energetic and enthusiastic 

leadership of our Order and for exemplifying the true American 

Gentleman.  Grand Exalted Ruler Millard and Aide David Dunagan, 
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you have helped us find the way to this podium, we thank you so 

much and commit that our successor will be as well guided by us.   

 I express my thanks to my good friend Bryan Klatt, Grand 

Secretary and the helpful support of the members of the 

Headquarters staff.  Thank you very much. 

 There is a beginning to everything, and I am privileged on 

this occasion to have the Member who invited me to join so many 

years ago and sponsor my membership in this great Order.  Thank 

you, Ralph, for opening the door.  Past District Deputy Ralph 

Feeback of Golden Lodge No. 2740, please stand and be 

recognized.  I am here today because this great Elk had the 

boldness to ask me if I would like to join with him and be an 

Elk.  That brief moment of risk-taking took only a few seconds 

where my sponsor to membership exposed himself to the possible 

indignity of being turned down.  Every one of us had someone 

willing to take the risk of a turn down to that invitation to 

membership.  But, you know what?  They each pushed the right 

buttons, said the right words and brought in a new member to 

their Lodge.  My sponsor, Ralph, then took me under his wing and 

called upon my skills to help his Lodge and his state 

association.  I was glad to give of only a little time with so 

much received in return in the form of great friendships.  

Priceless friendships!    Thank you, Brother Ralph. 

 I am very fortunate to have in attendance with us my 

immediate family.  Let me introduce them:  Our Daughter, 

Jennifer Doucette and our four granddaughters, Hailey, Hope, 

Hannah, and Hillary.  Next we have my son John, Jr. and I am 

sure you can appreciate the pride with which I listened to the 

words of my son, John, Jr. second my nomination.  Next to John 

is his lady, Dr. Amy Clark.  We are proud to say that Amy is a 

past Captain in the United States Army.  Amy’s son is Tyler, and 

our newest family member, Caden, is now 2 months old.   

 Many of you already know the love of my life, my loving 

wife of 47 years, Marcia.  Without Marcia’s loyal support, I 

would not be on this stage.  She makes up for all my failings.  

She has been with me every step of my journey and she will be at 

my side as we continue these travels.  It is with great pride 

that I present the next First Lady of Elkdom, my wife, Marcia. 
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 Honorable Jerry Shapiro, you have my thanks for your 

diligence in trying to find some nice things to say about me and 

for your articulate recitation of them this morning.  It is my 

hope that I can live up to your gracious expressions.   

 You have heard my great friend and nominator speak of my 

reliance upon teamwork to accomplish the great tasks facing our 

Order.  I am of the opinion that with our united effort, our 

combined energies, we can meet the great challenges of our time.  

Together we can rebuild our membership numbers and watch our 

Lodges prosper.   

 Marcia and I also give thanks to the Officers and Members 

of Denver Lodge No. 17 and the Colorado Elks Association as we 

have traveled the roads of Elkdom these past years.  I would not 

be here without your support and encouragement.  I owe a debt of 

gratitude to my Aide, Dr. Ray Ross, for his service in this 

endeavor and I express my sincere appreciation to the Chair of 

my EAGER Committee, Past DD Malcolm Freeberg and all the 

committee members for their hard work.  A very special thank you 

to some great Colorado Elks who have passed into the great 

beyond, but somehow saw in me the potential to be here today and 

led me on this path.  Those great Colorado Elks are Past Grand 

Esteemed Leading Knight John W. Heard, the past Grand Lodge 

Americanism Committee Chair, Gunter Lippmann who, as a young 

man, chose to be an American over all other countries of the 

earth; and Past Chairman of the Grand Lodge Auditing and 

Accounting Committee, my great supporter and mentor, Edgar 

McMechan.  Thank you gentlemen, I know you are smiling down on 

us today. 

 You representatives here gathered have been seasoned with 

the discharge of official duties in your home Lodges.  I now 

place upon you the added responsibilities of growing our ranks.  

As I travel our nation absorbing the great work of Elkdom I will 

charge you and your members to be constant ambassadors of our 

Order.  Let your communities know of our great work and invite 

your friends, neighbors and all who qualify and are of good 

character to join us in this crusade of elevating the human 

condition of our communities. 

 You know our strength is in numbers and in wealth. 
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 You know our proud record of humanitarian endeavor and 

patriotic loyalty. 

 You know of the unselfish devotion demanded in the 

successful administration of our Lodges. 

 You understand and appreciate the competitive factors of 

the distractions of modern life. 

 You know that we must sell Elkdom to the uninitiated before 

we can carry on to greater heights of achievement. 

 I trust that you will agree with me that the Lodge 

retaining the interest of its membership is the Lodge that gives 

the individual something to do. 

 Those few words just spoken by me were originally presented 

in this “acceptance” circumstance by my most recent Colorado 

predecessor to this high Office; - only a short 83 years ago.  

Thank you Past Grand Exalted Ruler John R. Coen. 

 On this stage behind me is my great mentor and sponsor, 

Past Grand Dwayne E. Rumney.  Without his constant confidence 

and support I would not be here.  I shall always strive to live 

up to the standards of excellence exhibited by Past Grand 

Dwayne. 

 Our theme this year is “Elks: Elevating America”.  Elks 

elevate, or lift up America by their good works in their 

communities.  The good works make America a better place to live 

and work.  When we go into a Veteran’s hospital and entertain 

the patients with a game of cards or a healthy snack we are 

“Elevating America”.  We make our country higher and better than 

before we performed that voluntary act.  When we grant a 

scholarship to a student who would otherwise miss the 

opportunity to attend college, we “Elevate America”.  Our 

community service in so many ways works to lift America up and 

in so doing we are “Elks: Elevating America.” 

 I now turn to the remainder of our program for the year 

ahead.  Our first concern must always be membership, for it is 

our members who make our Order responsive to the needs of others 

and enable our service to our communities.  Yes, there are 

people who think we are an old, tired organization of “good ole 
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boys” who are attempting to live on our past reputation.  I tell 

you this view of our Order is offensive to every Elk, and, 

needless to say, it is a challenge to our pride.  I tell you 

that it is high time we show these people, through a dramatic 

decline in our membership losses, that we are not going to 

wither and die, but that we are still an energetic, vibrant 

organization of American men and women dedicated to helping 

humanity! 

  The challenge is before us.  Elks have always accepted 

and then enthusiastically gone about the business of meeting 

challenges.  This will be no exception.  This convention marks 

the 150
th
 session of the Grand Lodge and it is fitting that our 

membership goal be achieved.  Can we do it?  Let me hear it! 

 Let’s reflect a little further.  Why is it important that 

Elkdom return to growth, - indeed, continue in existence?  That 

is a question which should occasionally recur because the answer 

is so important.   

 The sole answer that has been constant since our inception 

is that Elkdom offers us the opportunity to help our fellow man.  

If I went no further, that answer would be sufficient.  However, 

in this day and age there appears a further answer to my 

question. 

 Americans today are restless and anxious over the economy, 

the environment, morality, defense of our Country, the role of 

government in our lives; and a host of other problems.  They 

grope for a sense of direction, something solid and unyielding 

to grasp and on hold to.  We note an interest is apparent in our 

people to return to the basic beliefs of years ago – respect for 

our fellow man, strong in the support of our country, every 

person being entitled to the fruits of their labor, and, for 

those that are able, to share with others.  

 So, it is our reflection that assures us that growth of our 

membership is vital, not only to Elkdom, but because the basic 

beliefs of Elkdom present the perfect opportunity for the people 

of our country to come to grips with those things troubling us 

today.  But there is a problem in linking our Order and our 

country in such a manner.  It places a heavy burden on Elkdom to 

be worthy of such an image.  If we are to hold ourselves out as 
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thoughtful substantial leaders in our communities, then we must 

act the role as well as talk about it.  The time is past when 

Lodges and their members place the enjoyment of social pleasures 

above community responsibility.  We must always be “Elks: 

Elevating America”.    

 It is also appropriate that I remind you Elks gathered here 

who are charged with operating our Lodges that it is a dis-

service to Elkdom; no, a dis-service to mankind to serve alcohol 

to a visibly intoxicated person.  This act is illegal in every 

jurisdiction in the land and we are sworn to uphold the laws of 

our communities and our nation.   

 Our objective this year, second only to our membership 

goals is to reawaken our Elks and reassert our role as community 

service leaders.  We must be “loud and proud” about it.  By so 

doing, we will naturally attract a group of good new members, 

who have hesitated to join us in the past.  We must recognize 

that because of family obligations and personal feelings not all 

prospective members are attracted to our club facilities; yet 

these people can enjoy Elkdom and can be proud to join with us 

in our community service work.  We need these men and women; the 

community needs our attention. 

 Our humanitarian service, and particularly in this 150th 

occasion of our session, our return to community service are 

activities of which any new member can be justifiably proud, and 

we shall build upon “Pride in Membership,” for what we do for 

others.  With “Pride in Membership” we will continue to be a 

great Order; without it, we shall become a memory.  We are 

“Elks: Elevating America”.   

 As the opportunities for service arise, we must be vigilant 

not to overlook them, unafraid to accept the challenges and 

humble to do what is best for our Order and our country.  The 

possibilities for service are limited only by your field of 

perception.  Complacency as a result of past victories could 

destroy us; our survival can only be assured by the conviction 

that the dawning of a new era of the greatest achievement for 

Elkdom will begin with tomorrow’s first light. 

 I will now close with a prayer that provides a message on 

how to live our lives.  It is by St. Francis of Assisi: 
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 Make me a channel of your peace. 

 Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 

 Where there is injury, you heal, Lord. 

 And where there’s doubt, help me with true faith in you. 

 

 Make me a channel of your peace. 

 Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 

 Where there is darkness – only light. 

 And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

 

 Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 

 so much to be consoled, but to console. 

 To be understood, and to understand. 

 To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 

 Thank you and God Bless you. 

 


